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Tidings of Great Joy 
By the late Annie Johnson Flint 


F ALL the days of all the years 
Of pleasure or of rest, 
Christmas is the gladdest day, 
Christmas is the best; 
Of all the joys the year can bring 
While seasons come and go, 
The old joy of Christmas 
Is the sweetest joy we know. 


The dear joy of loving, 
The pleasant joy of mirth, 

The joy of God who loved the world 
And aii the sons of earth ; 

The greatest joy of giving 
Good gifts to those we love, 

The joy of God who gave His Son 
And:sent Him from above. 








“Gold Near Ararat” 


Gold, not God, seems to be the world’s chief 
interest. It is a very precious metal, and it is men- 
tioned some five Hundred times in the Bible, often as 
a type of spiritual and eternal values, and often in 
its temporal and financial aspects. Men think more 
of the shadow than of the reality, forgetting God in 
their eagerness for gold. An extraordinary article 
is soon to be published in THz SuNpay ScuHoot TIMEs, 
discussing the question, “Will There Be a Gold Rush 
to Babylon?” This article is described more fully on 
page 639 in this issue. It will show something of the 
staggeringly great wealth in gold that men had in 
Bible times. And it ventures the opinion that, as men 
prepare to rebuild Babylon in fulfillment of Bible 
prophecy, there may be vast stores of gold discovered 
there, This article was. written some months ago. 
Just as, this issue of .THe Sunpay ScHoot Times is 
closing, an. Associated Press cablegram dated from 
Istanbul, Turkey, appearing in the newspapers of De- 
cember 1 throughout the world, announces: “A gold 
mine has been discovered at Kagizman, near Mount 
Ararat, the Minister of Economy announced today. 
He estimated its potential value at $300,000,000. 
Government will ask Parliament for an appropriation 
to finance exploitation of this mine and some newly 
discovered oil fields in Anatolia.” One cannot read 
the newspapers intelligently today except in the light 
of the Bible. Readers of THe Sunpay ScHoo.t TIMES 
will look eagerly for the forthcoming article on “Baby- 
lon the Golden.” Meantime let us remember that we 
who have received Christ as Saviour have something 
more precious than gold. Severer testings than we 


have yet known are coming; therefore the Holy Spirit 
pleads with us to trust and endure, and indeed “greatly 
rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye~are 
in heaviness through manifold temptations: that the 
trial of your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, 
might be found unto praise and honour and glory at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ.” 


=< 
The Watch Night Opportunity 


Watch night offers an unusual opportunity this 
year, because the new year begins on the Lord’s Day. 
Many in the world will cross the threshold of the new 
year and’ the Lord’s Day in sin, drunkenness, and 
carousal. What a call this is to God’s people to enter 
the new year in special fellowship with him in prayer 
for revival. The Great Commission Prayer League 
has issued its call again, as for many years past, to 
observe Watch Night by a time of prayer and inter- 
cession: for the world-wide outpouring of the grace 
of the Holy Spirit upon the people of God, of every 
kindred, tongue, and people. During the past year 
the lamentable conditions in the Church and the world 
have been set before us by pulpit, press, radio, and 
other means. Conditions have not noticeably im- 
proved. These conditions constitute a compelling 
challenge to all Christian leaders to gather God’s peo- 
‘ple to pray more effectually than at other times. In 
every Christian community there is a conscious need 
of special divine blessing. Left to ourselves; condi- 
tions moral and spiritual, economic and social, indus- 
trial and political, will not improve.. The forces. sur- 
rounding us are more cunning, daring, and determined 
than ever before. If there is to be any change for the 
better help must be obtained from God. Has not he 
encouraged us to draw nigh to him? WHas not God 
given us exceeding great and precious promises to 
encourage prayer? But has he not said also, “I will 
yet for this be inquired of ... to do it for them”? 
(Ezek. 36:37.) In these critical days “God has placed 
the key of victory in the hands of his people. This 
key is the call for united prayer for revival.” What 
better night in the near future than Watch Night 


could be selected for a special gathering for interces- 
sion? Let every Christian minister, missionary, and 
Christian worker throughout the world join in the 
Call to the people of God to assemble for penitence 
and prayer. Let the needed reappearance of God's 
mighty work in’ the Church be the supreme objective 
on that occasion. Will you join with thousands of 
your fell6w Christians, praying with renewed faith 
in God, and anticipation of blessing for the revival 
of the Church universal, and the salvation of the lost 
throughout the world? “It is time for thee, Lord, 
to work: for they have made void thy law’ (Psa. 


119: 126). 
at 


The Testimony of Knowing 


“Know” is one of the’ great words of the Bible. 
It is also one of the great experiences of the Christian. 
Human science can only “suppose,” “conjecture,” “pre- 
sume,” “infer.” Even “the assured results of the 
Higher Criticism,’ which assumes sufficient knowl- 
edge to differ with God, are set forth in long state- 
ments freely interspersed with such expressions as 
“we may reasonably conclude,” and “it would there- 
fore seem.” We find none of this in God’s Word. 
The incarnate Word Christ Jesus, and the written 
Word the Bible, are alike in the finality of their 
knowing. “For he taught them as one having author- 
ity, and not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:29). ‘Those who 
come to’ God and his Word as little children — and 
that is the only way anyone can come to God — find 
that, through Christ, they can know him and know 
the truth. An evangelist writes of a woman who, 
having been hard to reach with the Gospel, was: finally 
brought to Christ; he says of her experience: “But 
she couldn’t get by the ‘Know so’ testimony of the 
meetings.” That is a challenging phrase and worth 
remembering. We have “Say-So meetings,” in which 
“the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom he hath 
redeemed from the hand of the enemy” (Psa. 107: 2). 
We may well have “Know-So meetings” also, in 
which the redeemed may testify with Paul, “I know 
whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him 
against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 


When Bethlehem Eclipsed Rome 


our Saviour was born, but we certainly know 

that he was born, and we rejoice in that won- 
derful fact. About seven hundred years before that 
Bethlehem stable shone with the holy light of God’s 
presence, and became the center of interest for the 
angelic hosts. who sang of. the new-born King and 
told the wondering shepherds where the Babe was to 
be found, Micah the prophet, under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit, pointed out the birthplace of our di- 
vine Lord: “But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, though 
thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel” (Mic. 5:2). 

As a prophet Micah is noted for. his rapid transi- 
tions from one topic to another, as from threat to 
promise. Next to Isaiah he is the richest of the 
prophets in Messianic prediction. His words already 
quoted are among the most striking of the. ancient 
prophecies of the Messiah. Micah was a contemporary 
of Isaiah. The former was the prophet of the coun- 
try, the latter of the city. The power and wealth of 
the kingdoms of Israel and Judah had become central- 
ized in the two capital cities; Samaria and Jerusa- 
lem. The condition of the country somewhat resem- 
bled the condition of France in the period shortly 
before the French revolution (1789-’94), when the 
provinces were oppressed and pillaged to feed the 
luxuries and vices of the metropolis, Paris. 

It must have been therefore a matter of great joy to 
the rural prophet to know that God was going to pass 
by the proud cities of his time, and -bring forth the 
long promised Ruler of his people from a place “tittle 
among the thousands of Judah.”. The place where 


W: MAY not know the exact day on which 


David was born was to be the birthplace of a second 
and greater David, even David's Lord. Bethlehem 
was “the city of David,” and Christ was to be of the 
“seed of David.” Bethlehem had already furnished 
one typical king, and from it was yet to come the 
King of kings. 

The prophet addressed the village by both its names, 
Bethlehem and Ephratah. “Ephrath” was its earlier 
name, at the time of Jacob (Gen. 35:16, 19). The 
word “Ephratah” signifies fruitfulness. It was in one 
of the most fertile parts of Palestine, and its natural 
fruitiulness must have been a type or prophecy of its 
spiritual fruitfulness. The word Bethlehem means 
“house of bread,” and this meaning seems prophetic 
of the “true bread,” “the bread of: God... which 
cometh down from heaven and giveth life unto the 
world” (John 6:33). Bethlehem Ephratah was well 
marked on™the chart of God’s purpose as the birth- 
place of the world’s Saviour. 

The. gradations in divine revelation concerning 
Christ are very~interesting. First, God spoke to the 
serpent concerning the “seed” of the woman, saying: 
“It shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his 
heel.” This may be called the germ of. all subse- 
quent Messianic prophecy. About 1,600 years later 
the Shemitic division of the human race was indicated 
as the favored one, rather than Japheth or Ham (Gen. 
9:26, 27). 

Abram was then selected to become the head of the 
Hebrew race, from which Christ should come (Gen. 
12:3). Jacob,:on his dying bed, two hundred years 
later, pointed out the tribe from which the Redeemer 
would come: “The sceptre shall tot depart from 
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until 
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Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the 

ople be” (Gen. 49:10). In the course of time the 
Ao of David was then named as the family that 
should be so highly favored (2-Sam, 7: 12-16). Other 
revelations were also given, but the place of the Mes- 
siah’s nativity was not made known until three hun- 
dred years later, when in the days of Hezekiah, king 
of Judah, the prophet Micah ‘revealed the particular 
place where the Prince of Peace would be born, in 
words already quoted. 

Though famous as the regal city of David, Beth- 
lehem was always little. Joshua, in his enumeration 
of the cities and villages, did not mention it. Reho- 
boam made it a sort of outlying fortress to Jerusa- 
lem. Nehemiah, in his list of Judean villages given 
after the captivity, does not make mention of Bethle- 
hem. Even in the New Testament, Bethlehem is not 
mentioned except in connection with the birth of Jesus. 
Yet Bethlehem is immortalized because it is the birth- 
place of the Messiah. 

The time came for the fulfillment of the promise. 
Athens was the world’s intellectual center; Rome was 
the political mistress of the world; Jerusalem was 
the religious capital of the earth, the city where in all 
the world alone was the temple of Jehovah; Ephesus 
and Alexandria were at the pinnacle of their glory: and 
these the great Jehovah passed by. The glory of 
Bethlehem should eclipse the glory of these cities 
greater in size. 

And thus “it came to pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Czsar Augustus, that all the 
world should be taxed.” This taxing (preferably en- 
rolling) under Cyrenius, marked “the fulness of time,” 
as the enrollment under Roman authority marked the 
departure of power from Israel. The scepter had 
fallen, Israel had passed under the Roman yoke; 
Shiloh must therefore come, and God would use 
Cwsar’s decree to bring about the accomplishment of 
Micah’s minute prophecy. 
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Augustus Cesar, in sending forth his edict to. the 
utmost limits of the East, little knew that on his part he 
was obeying the decree of the King of Heaven, the 
Almighty God. As a Roman, he cared nothing for 
the Hebrews. As a pagan, he knew nothing of Mes- 
sianic prophecies. The decree was in the ordinary 
course of events. Yet God was manifestly behind it. 

A poor Jewish artisan— “Joseph the carpenter” — 
and his wife, from the hill country of Galilee, a hum- 
ble and unassuming pair, drew near the village of 
Bethlehem, there to be enrolled, because they could 
trace their lineage back to David through a long line 
of kings. Here at Bethlehem, four days’ journey from 
Nazareth, because of the crowded condition of the 
inn, Joseph and Mary found lodging in a stable, and 
here the Christ Child was born, 

Joy to the world! The Saviour came! The attend- 
ing story of the angel’s visit, the guiding star, the 
shepherds, and the wise men from the East, all these 
are very wonderful! Out of an obscure village came 
the Son of God. From the humblest parentage sprang 
earth’s rightful Ruler. From the narrowest of races 
came the broadest, most universal of teachers; From 
the age which exalted warlike power as the supreme 
good, came the Prince of Peace, who exalted love 
as God-like and the greatest of all. 

“Out of thee shall come a Governor” (Matt. 2:6). 
What a study is here! Many are the Scripture allu- 
sions to the kingly rule of the Messiah. Though he 
was in our world once as.a Witness, a Sufferer, a 
Servant, he is yet to come as a righteous Ruler over 
a redeemed and righteous domain, “and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder.” “The Lord God 
shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 
and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1: 
32, 33). 

For this coming day of glory let us watch and hope 
and pray. 
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In the Foreign Mission Field 
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ATHERINE MAYO shook the Church and the 
K world by her relentless exposure of facts in 

her book “Mother India.” A storm of contro- 
versy broke. Modernist missionaries, Indian nationals, 
and superficial humanitarians published outraged pro- 
tests. But a vast number of missionaries and other 
Christians in India and throughout the world knew 
that the book was true. Miss Mayo had proved her 
case; she had uncovered the depths of sin and de- 
pravity in India that were described in the first chap- 
ter of Romans nineteen centuries ago. 


When Katherine Mayo speaks, she does so only 
after personal investigation and verifying of facts 
such as few authors even attempt. Her “Volume Two” 
answered her critics. As THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMES 
review of this book said: “ ‘Volume Two’ is drum- 
fire of merciless accuracy. It was a dangerous thing 
for pro-Hindu sentimentalists and Gandhi journalists 
to draw Miss Mayo’s fire. She is not a person to be 
deprecated and patronized.” 


Learning that Miss Mayo had become deeply inter- 
ested in Christian missions, the Editor of THE SUNDAY 
ScHoo. Times took the matter up with her in several 
personal visits that proved to be unexpectedly reveal- 
ing. Miss Mayo believes that the only hope for India 
lies, not in legislation, not in humanitarian reforms, 
but only in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Editor of the Times asked Miss Mayo to ex- 
press her convictions in an a oye message for 
this paper. She has done so. In the midst of her 
busy life of unremitting study and -investigation of 
facts in varied fields, and during a Sojourn in Europe 
and Great Britain, Miss Mayo has written a stern 
arraignment of a certain t of Christian missionary 
whose influence is lamentably widespread and popular 
today. She calls her article 


RENEGADES 


For, with her usual penetration beneath the sur- 
face of things, Miss Mayo has not only seen through 
the emptiness and barrenness of Modernism in the 
Christian missionary message, but she is quick to con- 
demn the Modernist’s betrayal of his divine trust. 


In this frank document Miss Mayo says that, when 
she went out to India a few years ago, she had no 
interest whatever in Christian missions and no inten- 
tion of studying them. But the facts staring her 
in the face were inescapable. 


She shows the startling similarity between the 
national, political, and social conditions in India to- 
day and those in Palestine in our Lord’s day. 


She shows how completely our Lord left certain 
questions of this sort alone, and that fidelity to his 
commission demands that missionaries should leave 
them alone today, not setting themselves above their 
Master. But she brings convincing evidence that 
some missionaries are denying their Lord, betraying 
their message, and misusing the financial support of 
those who send them to the foreign field, by deliber- 
ately abandoning their Christian vows as they “plunge 
from that pure height headlong downward into the 
common political fray.” 


“What, then,” asks Miss Mayo, “shall be said of 
that ‘Christian’ missionary who betrays both you and 
India? He takes both your money and your trust on 
false pretenses.” 


Whatever opinion one may have of the Govern- 
ment of India, one welcomes the news that it has 
actually asked for the recall of one of these men. 
If India’s Government does this, what of our mis- 
sion boards that send out and continue to support such 
representatives ? 


Katherine Mayo’s scorching, searing arraignment of 
“Renegades” in the foreign mission field is a brief 
article—not of great length, but of momentously 
great importance in the present crisis in which the 
entire Christian foreign missionary» movement finds 
itself. Her article’ promises to .be as warmly wel- 
comed by some, and as hotly protested by others, as 
was her revolutionizing book “Mothér India.” . It will 
come: before the Church just-as the monstrous report 
of the so-called Appraisal Commission of the Lay- 
men’s Foreign Missions Inquiry has been published 
—that group of professing Christians who pass judg- 
ment on the Great Commission and seek to enlighten 
the Church on the mistakes of the missionary purpose, 
convictions, and activities of the first Christian mis- 
sionaries as recorded in the Book of Acts. 


There will be startling repercussions from Miss 
Mayo’s fearless statement. No Christian man or 
woman, pastor or layman, missionary or mission board 
secretary can afford to miss this vital document. It 
will be published in THe Sunpay ScHoot Tm«es’ 
first issue of the new year. 
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Light From Japan on 
“Raised Again the Third Day” 


A reader of THE SuNpAy ScHoot TIMEs is a 
teacher in a mission school in Japan, and says in a 
letter, “I am expecting great help this year in my 
Bible teaching from the lesson comments and other 
articles in THE SuNpAy ScHoot Times.” She has 
written a letter that is of special interest in connection 
with the fact of our Lord’s resurrection on the third 
day after his crucifixion, Her letter was called out 
by President McQuilkin’s article published in the 
Times of March 5, 1932, “Was Friday the Day of 
the Crucifixion?” and is.as follows: 

THE Sunpay ScHoot Times containing the lesson 
for March 20 came on March 29, and as is the case 
with all weeklies I am reading it after the season 
about which the articles are being written. Day be- 
fore yesterday was Easter, and I longed for the Easter 
copy of the Times as I was preparing for Sunday 
morning’s Bible lesson. It has not come yet, but I'll 
save it for next year when it does arrive. These 
four years have taught me how important it is to 
“save up for next year” on the mission field. 

I have read Mr. McQuilkin’s article, “Was Friday 
the Day of the Crucifixion?” He has quoted Light- 
foot to explain the counting of a part of a day as a 
whole, and it is equally true in this part of the Orient. 
A new understanding of Bible statements comes almost 
daily in our life among the Japanese. In an English 
class a short time ago we had the sentence, “I arrived 
in New York yesterday.” Reviewing the lesson, I 
asked the question, “How many days had Mr. Wilson 
been in New York?” expecting, of course, the answer, 
“One day.” But the answer I received: was, “Two 
days,” and, before I spoke*the words of correction 
that instinctively came to my lips, I thought: “Our 
Lord was three days in the tomb — that is no problem 
for these folks. It is exactly as it should be.” 

_ They have learned the difference in our counting of 
time and theirs, and when you ask the age of a child 
the answer is invariably, “By Japanese count he is 
three” (or whatever the age may be, while according 
to us that child may be barely two years of age or 
even one. A child born on December 31 is two years 
old on the next day, for he has lived in two years. 
A child born January 1 is two the next New Year’s 
Day, while his little cousin, born the day before him, 
= on December 31, is three on the same New Year’s 
ay. 

It is an unceasing source of revelation to read the 
Bible as you live in the Orient, for many of the 
“why’s and wherefore’s” that have to be reasoned out 
by the Western reader are lived out in the lives of 
our pupils, friends, and neighbors: 


=< 


Did General Allerby Fulfill 
Bible Prophecy at Jerusalem? 


Is there a prophecy in the Bible that Jerusalem 
should some time be taken without the firing of a 
missile of any soft, and was this fulfilled when Gen- 
eral Allenby took the city? : 

Is there a prophecy that, when water is brought 
from the Nile to Palestine, then the Jewish nation 
shall again rule Palestine? 

Did General Allenby have water pi f y 
to Palestine? . serectenge li ges ie 

Is the tomb of Abraham at Machpelah now open 
to Christian visitors, or is it still guarded by Turks? 
—A Florida reader. : 


. Isaiah prophesies (31:5); “As birds flying, so will 

the Lord of hosts defend Jerusalem; defending also 
he will deliver it; and passing oyer he will preserve 
it.” This prophecy ‘has often been claimed to have 
been fulfilled by General Allenby’s taking of “Jeru- 
salem, but. thoughtful students. of Bible prophecy ‘are 
not able to accept this. It would seem that the time 
predicted by Isaiah is. yet to. come. ; 

The ,Moslems have had for centuries a prophecy or 
saying that Palestine would never be conquered until 
the water of the Nile flowed into it. The British 
found Standard Oil pipe in some quantity in Egypt. 
This they took and laid it through the desert to Pal- 
estine, and so brought the Nile water up to Palestine. 
When this occurred, the Palestinian Moslems said, 
“Tt is Kismet.” Then they felt that the time had come 
for them (the Turks) to leave. What a providence 
this was! 

The tomb of Abraham at Machpelah is not open 
to tourists, but it is not guarded by Turks. . The last 
census gives Palestine only about a dozen Turks left 
in Palestine, and these are not employed thus. 
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Is Our Observance of Christmas Scriptural? 


Light from the Bible and church history on a 
question that has troubled many 


By Josephine Hope Westervelt 














Christmas, and is it a God-honoring institu- 

tion? This question was raised in my mind 
some years ago when I went to the mission field for 
the purpose of taking the good news of salvation to 
those who knew it not. I soon saw the great neces- 
sity of distinguishing between the essentials of the 
message of salvation on the one side and the mere 
customs which have grown up around our Christian 
living on the other. These customs are hard to ex- 
plain to heathen people. For instance, our customary 
observance of Christmas and Easter is often presented 
by young missionaries who thoughtlessly introduce 
Santa Claus before Christ is known, or rabbits and 
colored Easter eggs before the story of the glorious 
resurrection of Christ is comprehended. Should these 
mere customs be introduced at all? 

Time and again in the past years this question has 
arisen and I longed to know but did not know how to 
go about the study of the question. Questions con- 
cerning this were arising in the minds of others and 
this but increased the desire to have some one weigh 
the matter and search the Scriptures and let us know 
the findings. Last Christmas, on receiving instead of 
a Christmas card a tract which condemns the observ- 
ance of Christmas as popish and pagan, I again longed 
for some one to search into this question. I could 
readily see the Scripture used in the tract was used 
out of its context and could not be said to apply to this 
subject perhaps at all. Then having had the privilege 
of studying Biblical Interpretation under an outstand- 
ing Bible teacher, I at last felt that I should under- 
take the study myself. 


Joy in Old Testament Feasts 

I do not say that my study of this subject of Christ- 
mas is conclusive to all, but I have felt a thrill of 
real joy as the result of my findings. 

In the first place, there is nothing in the Scriptures 
directly concerning Christmas; but this is true of 
many, many things in life that are wholly upright and 
God-honoring. It probably never occurred to the 
apostles to observe the birthday of our Lord in any 
special way. The probability was that even then the 
date was- not known; and their lives, so full of the 
thrilling events of the life of Christ and of the per- 
secutions so soon following, gave them little time or 
opportunity for the observances of special occasions. 
Thus what they did or did not do in regard to many 
things cannot be given as authoritative on specific 

-acts of today which had no bearing on their lives 
then, but which do confront us today.. . 

When God chose out a, people for his name, he had 
a stupendous task before him in teaching these people 
the fact that he is the great “I AM,” that he is holy, 
just, and merciful as well:as many other things. This 
he did in a very concrete manner adapted to the minds 
of men to instruct them in his ways. They had gone 
so far from God that they knew not how to worship 
him acceptably and this formed a part of his instruc- 
tion. He gave Moses minute details of the things he 
would have them do. He taught them how to wor-. 
ship him acceptably and in that worship he provided 
a place for joy. 

One thing that we note in his commands to observe 
feasts unto him was that these feasts were commem- 
orative of some signal act of God in their deliverance 
or in mercy toward them. “And thou shalt rejoice in 
thy feast, thou, and thy son, and thy daughter, and 
thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, and the Levite, 
and the sojourner, and the fatherless, and the widow, 
that are within thy gates . . . and thou shalt be alto- 
gether joyful” (Deut.. 16:14, 15, American Standard 
Version). The Feast of Tabernacles is further de- 
scribed in Nehemiah 8, and it was a time of rejoicing. 
The Feast of Tabernacles with its booths and other 
symbolisms feminded them of the wilderness march. 
_These passages show that feasts were commemorative 
of God’s signal acts of mercy and that they were joy- 
ful times of fellowship. 

The following passages and comments show that 
Scripture reading, singing, praising, feasting, and giv- 
ing to the poor are common to these God-appointed 
feasts, honoring him and his wonderful works. “Ye 
shall have a song as in the night when a holy feast 
is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with 
a pipe to come unto the mountain of Jehovah, to the 
Rock of Israel” (Isa. 30:20); “How I went with 
the throng, and led them to the house of God, with the 
voice of joy and praise, a multitude keeping holyday” 

(Psa. 42:4; also Deuteronomy 31:10, 11). In the 
Passover, the head of the house recited the history of 
redemption. There was a holy convocation as in each 
of the other feasts and the Word of God was brought 


He: we Biblical ground for the observance of 


What a mellowing and cheering influence the 
Christmas spirit is! It softens hard hearts, opens 
grasping hands, changes frowns into smiles, brings 
courtesy out of gruffness, sets work to music, 
decks out office, store, and home in bright colors, 
and sets wheels and propellers spinning on many 
a homeward journey. Is there nothing Christian 
in all this? Is it all commercial and pagan? The 
“good tidings of great joy” are at the heart of 
the happy season for Christians, and multitudes 
would be loth to give up the anniversary. Mrs. 
Westervelt’s thorough study answers many hard 
questions, and may help to make this Christmas 
season happier for all who read it. 











to the people as commemorative of the events cele- 
brated. 

The Feast of Purim, apparently not divinely com- 
manded, but entered into because of great gratitude 
for deliverance by the Jews at the time of Mordecai, 
followed these same general principles (Esther 9: 
28, 33). 

The Feast of Dedication was another festival not 
divinely appointed apparently, and yet following the 
same general principles of the appointed ones, by com- 
memorating the purification and renewal of the Temple 


aiter its desecration at the time of Antiochus Epi- - 


phanes and following much the same order as the 
Feast of Tabernacles. The Lord Jesus was present 
at least once during this festival and delivered a dis- 
course to those assembled (John 10:22). There is 
no record of his condemning these feasts not divinely 
appointed. 

Now these things were given as a concrete exam- 
ple of what God wanted his people to do and his peo- 
ple understood them as such. Again and again they 
followed these principles in making joyful worship 
and praise to God for his goodness, as at the com- 
pletion of Solomon’s Temple, and David’s recovery of 
the ark. These were commemorative of events full 
of significance to the Jews. 

When the more spiritual dispensation of Christ’s 
time came and the more concrete things were passing 
away to give place to the day of grace, and when 
Christ laid down the principles of his kingdom from 
which his people were to form their line of conduct, 
is it any wonder that new feast. days and holidays 
were chosen by Christians who were not Jews? 

The first was the Lord’s Day. There seems to have 
been no divine command about this, and yet it is 
sanctioned in the Scriptures and this is commemorative 
of the resurrection of the Lord. 


Why December 257 


Then came the -next great event that was bound 
to call for commemoration by those who loved the 
Lord. This was the date of his nativity, when God 
in the person of a tiny babe came to dwell among 
men. Could there be any other two dates so precious 
to Christians as these two; the birth, and the resur- 
rection of Christ? Just how early the celebration 
of this day began is not certainly known, but it was 
sometime in the first three centuries. “There was no 
uniformity in the period of observing the Nativity 
among the early churches; some held the festival in 
the month of May or April, others in January” (The 
New International Encyclopedia). “The chief addi- 
tion to the festivals of the Church which belongs to 
the fourth century is that of Christmas. . .. It was 
an opinion in the third century that the universe was 
created at the vernal equinox, reckoned in the Julian 
calendar as March 25. Similar habits of thought 
would make the beginning of the new creation (the 
inception of the incarnation) fall on the same day, 
and therefore Christ’s birth on the winter solstice, 
December 25. That that date, when the sun begins 
to turn, was the birthday of the Mithraic Sol Invic- 
tus, was not probably. the reason of the choice, though 
it may well have commended it as substituting a great 
Christian for a popular heathen festival. At all events 
the celebration of December 25 as Christmas appears 
first in Rome, apparently in 353 or 354, though it may 
date from 336. ... A sermon of Chrysostom, preached 
in Antioch in 388, declares that the celebration was 
not then ten years old in the East, and the discourse 
was delivered, it would appear, on the first observance 
of December 25, in the Syrian capital. From its 
inauguration, Christmas became one of the great fes- 
tivals of the Church, comparable only with Easter 
and Pentecost” (“A History of the Christian Church,” 
by Walker). 

Not until Leo I in A. D. 440 was the Church tak- 


ing to itself the characteristics of the Roman Catholic 
Church; so that Christmas cannot be said to be of 
Roman Catholic origin, but belongs to the early his- 
tory of the Church beiore a separation was thought 
necessary. The word “mass” had no Catholic signiti- 
cance at the time of the inauguration of Christmas. 
“At the close of the sermon the ordinary congregation 
was dismissed, then, after another prayer, the cate- 
chumens; the communicants only remaining. The 
service was termed ‘missa’ from the act of ‘dismis- 
sion’; hence our English word ‘mass,’ a word which 
thus in its origin had no superstitious associations” 
(“A Handbook of Church History,” by S. G. Green). 
“Mass, the original sense was probably dismissal ; 
compare the words, Ite missa est (‘the congregation 
is dismissed’), used at the close of the service.” “In 
English, since the Reformation, used chiefly of the 
Eucharist as celebrated by the Roman Catholic 
Church” (New Imernational Dictionary). 

There is never a Christmas in a heathen land; it 
takes a knowledge of Christ to have a Christmas. 

There is no doubt but that there are customs con- 
nected with Christmas that are not God-honoring, but 
there need not be. There are customs connected with 
the observance of Sunday that are not God-honoring 
but we do not discard Sunday. It is the part of 
Christians to do away with such and to see that they 
celebrate this day inea God-honoring way by singing 
carols, by reading or memorizing and reciting the 
story of the birth of the Saviour, and by giving gifts to 
the poor as in the “White Christmas” family assem- 
blies where Christ is honored. Thus a happy, joyous, 
and merry Christmas is God-honoring if done as unto 
him and in a manner pleasing to him. 


Does Scripture Condemn Our Christmas? 


I will now try to answer the arguments used in 
the tract condemning the observafice of Christmas by 
Christian people. 

The author uses the following text to urge against 
the observance of Christmas: “Thus saith the Lord, 
learn not the way of the heathen ... for the customs 
of the people are vain” (Jer. 10:2, 3). Again let 
me say that where Christ is not known there is no 
Christmas. This verse taken in its context refers to 
the making of.idols and of worshiping them as do 
the heathen. It in no, way refers to the worshiping 
of the one true God. There is no verse in Scripture 
which commands us to celebrate the resurrection of 
our Lord by observing Sunday as the Lord’s Day, and 
yet we do. There is no verse in the Scripture to tell 
us to preach the Gospel over the radio, and yet we do. 
There are many things we do, ard do rightfully, that 
we are not commanded in so many words to do, but 
the principles touching these things are there and we 
can find God’s will for us and do it. There may 
have been many heathen who celebrated their birth- 
days, but is it not significant that in the history of the 
Christian Church only one birthday has ever been 
celebrated, and that is our Saviour’s? Even in the 
Catholic Church it is the death of the saints that is 
celebrated. There is only one birthday in the Chris- 
tian Church! 

The whole civilized world does not celebrate Christ- 
mas. Do the Japanese, the Chinese, and other peo- 
ples recognized as civilized, practice the celebration 
of Christ’s birthday? It is celebrated only in Chris- 
tian lands, 

“Thou shalt not follow a inultitude to do evil” 
(Exod. 23:2) is another text used in the tract. It 
is also taken out of its context, where it refers solely 
to faise witnessing’ and not to festivals. 

The reference to taking the little ones out of Egypt, 
and referring to Christmas’ celebrations as “enjoying 
the pleasures of sin for a season” could only be rec- 
onciled with such celebrations of Christmas as would 
be sinful, and this could apply to church life, Sunday- 
school, Sunday observances, with many other things, 
and thus could not be applied to any one thing. “Sun- 
day-schools are but social clubs,” said a Christian 
worker recently. Christ did not repudiate the Témple, 
he cleansed it. 

“Where does it stipulate that it is our duty to give 
the little ones a good time?” questions the tract. 
Psalm 100:1, 2: “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord 
all ye lands, Serve the Lord with gladness: come 
before his presence with singing.” Luke 2:10, 14: 
“Tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people”; 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” There are many such phrases 
as: “exceeding great joy”; “that your joy might be 
full”; “full of joy” (as in Acts when other folks 
thought the disciples were drunk) ; “abundance of their 

(Concluded on page 638) 
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Last year especial emphasis was laid on Scrip- 
ture reading in Korea, and fifty thousand fam- 
ilies read through the New Testament anew during the 
year. ‘This year a small booklet of six lessons on 
“Personal Soul-Winning” has been prepared by _M. 
B. Stokes and a copy will be sent to each of the 
four thousand churches in the country where it will 
be used for training all active Christians for the 
campaign. On November 27, Sunday, in the four 
thousand churches simultaneously, all active Chris- 
tians will be asked to pledge themselves to work defi- 
nitely for the conversion of friends. A small “Life 
of Christ” has been prepared, and a million copies 
will be put at the disposal of these Christians at 
Christmas time to distribute to neighbors and friends. 
From January to the end of March there will be at 
least one week of revival services in every separate 
congregation. ‘Then will follow systematic visitation 
which it is hoped will reach every home in the land. 
This will be undertaken by groups of four or five. — 
A number of posters concerning the Bible and its 
practical values are being prepared, and tens of thou- 
sands will be sent out to be posted in store windows, 
on Christians’ front doors, on bulletin boards, and 
wherever people gather or pass, in an effort to make 
the whole nation “Bible conscious” for this year. 


‘ \ GREAT Evangelistic Campaign in Korea.— 


Space will be bought in the secular newspapers to” 


advertise the Bible. Back of all this organization a 
great volume of prayer has been going up in every 
church. If Korea is set on fire for God the whole 
Orient will be affected, for there are Korean churches 
throughout Japan and through China from Mukden 
down to Nanking and beyond. “Pray with us for 
Korea!” 

So writes Dr. Gharles Allen Clark of Pyengyang, 
Korea. 


The Association of Baptists for Evangelism in the 
Orient has been strengthened by the accession of Dr. 
Russell Bradley Jones to its Manila staff. Dr. Jones 
has resigned from the important University Baptist 
Church, Baltimore, to take charge of the First Bap- 
tist Church of Manila and with it of the training of 
young Filipino ministers in the Manila Evangelistic 
Institute. He is an able and devoted man whose 
salary in Manila will be but a third of that received 
in Baltimore. ‘ 

The mission has also fallen heir to the Fukuin 
Maru, the ship which for many years, under Captain 
Bickel’s guidance, brought the Gospel to the Inland 
Sea of Japan. It has a chapel seating a hundred, 
and a dispensary. With the ship has come to the 
mission a competent captain, Mr. Skolfield, who has 
been in the navy and in the merchant marine. The 
forty inhabited islands of the Palawan group, formerly 
under the Presbyterian Board, have been assigned to 
this mission, and it is here that Captain Skolfield 
will work. Three fine Filipino pastors are settled 
at Cuyo, Puerto Princessa, and Aborlan, all strategic 
centers in the Palawan Province. In Iloilo the mis- 
sion has thirty-four ardent workers, trained mes- 
sengers with a clean-cut Biblical message. In the 
Manila Evangelistic Institute thirty-one are prepar- 
ing to reinforce those already on the field. The First 
Baptist Church in Manila, which Dr. R. C. Thomas 
founded in 1928, has now seven outlying preaching 
centers in various parts of the city, with kindergar- 
tens for the children and dispensaries for the sick. 
In four years several hundred members have been 
received into the church, new converts chiefly. Most 
of these members are students from the University 
of the Philippines, a university with 7,500 enrolled. 

This splendid and promising work is led on the 
home field by Mrs. Henry W.. Peabody. “We do not 
go to the churches for contributions,” she says. “We 
rather follow Pastor Stearns’ plan: ‘Ask God and 
tell the people,’ ” 


“Many of our boys are praying that if it is God’s 
will they may be sent down to the untouched fields in 
Borneo and the Dutch East Indies,” says the report 
of this Association of Baptists for Evangelism in 
the Orient. From these fields come stirring accounts 
of the Christian movement. Mr. Fisk of the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance writes from Borneo: 
“Almost “the entire village of Long Poedjoengan 
turned to Jesus. On this last trip I baptized 305 in 
Long Poedjoengan, 72 in Long Ketaman, and 3 in 
the village of Long Pesehan. The Holy Spirit is 
working mightily.” In the Bible School at Makassar 
in the Celebes. there are now fifty students who speak 
no less than fourteen languages. These young peo- 
ple are mostly members of the Dutch State Church, 
children of Christian parents. A tabernacle has been 


erected in Makassar. Throughout the Celebes are 
scattered groups of nominal Christians, the fruit of 
the Dutch occupation. These people need enlighten- 
ment, instruction, and spiritual enduement to the end 
that they become evangelists to the unreached parts 
of the interior of Borneo, the Celebes, Bali, Lombok, 
Soembawa, and the countless other islands. From 
Bali, which R. A. Jaffray has been opening up, comes 
the news of the baptism of thirty with sixty more 
in waiting. Among the new workers is a fine Chinese 
business man, Mr. Pouw, former manager of a large 
trading company, who has left all to preach Christ. 
For three years he served the Chinese Christian 
Church in Batavia, having organized there the All- 
Java Christian Association of self-governing and self- 
supporting Christian churches. He has been preach- 
ing Christ in Java in association with Mr. Leland 
Wang, former Chinese naval officer, now flaming 
evangelist. 


The apostle to the Sahara, Dugald Campbell, has 
been traversing the famous Hammada-el Homra, or 
Red Desert, of Libya, a vast world of sand dunes with 
scattered oases. “I ran into a Tuareg caravan,” he 
writes, “carrying dates to Ghadames and had a very 
interesting talk with the men. I found that their 
language is the same as that used by the Tuaregs of 
Air, and they were able easily to read my Tamachek 
translation of Luke. I was able to give my camels a 
good feed of dates which they love.” At Ederi he 
had the first drink of sweet water in three weeks. 
The oases around Edrei have some 3,000 population. 
Then to Ubari over a vast world of sand dunes, some 
of them seven hundred feet high. Sandstorms and 
the cruel glare of the sun put his eyes out of com- 
mission for some days. f the Senussi Arabs he 
writes: “They are the hardest of all African people, 
proud beyond words. Islam has done its work well, 
hardening into hate the once fine races of ancient 





Missionaries Honored 





The greatest profession in the kingdom of 
God is receiving recognition in an unex- 
pected quarter. The African Steamship Line 
is naming its steamers after great friends of 
Africa, among whom the missionaries take so 
shining a place. It has already on its regular 
sailings the “Henry Stanley,” the “ David 
Livingstone’’ and the “Mary Slessor.” 











Barbary. Yet Islam is crumbling and Mohammed’s 
name counts little today. I never saw my men once 
pray in all the desert journey. 

“Oh, this land of Libya, cursed by the fury of the 
Senussi hordes, torn by war ever since the Prince of 
Peace was cast out by the wild armies of the False 
Prophet. My soul aches for Libya, my heart goes 
out to its deceived races, and my prayers are for its 
ultimate and effective conversion to the Christ whose 
cross Simon of Cyrene (a Libyan) carried to Cal- 
vary in the long ago.” 


Westminster Seminary.—The question of the semi- 
nary is a life and death question for the Church. 
Professor Althaus, dean of the theological faculty of 
the University of Erlangen in Germany, truly says: 
“One notices in the most remote villages whether 
the Church has the right theology (in its theological 
schools). In this distant influence lies the great re- 
sponsibility of theology. By the way of theology the 
Church can rise to new strength; by the same way it 
can be weary and weak.” Westminster Seminary, 
Philadelphia, has now completed three years. It has 
a fully equipped faculty and seventy-five students, 
every one of whom is a college graduate, and every 
one enrolled because he knows the seriousness of the 
crisis in the Presbyterian Church. Those avho have 
gone out from this seminary from the first three 
graduating classes have been eagerly welcomed in 
the Church and have brought a breath of new life 
into the ministry. The third year was Closed with 
all bills paid and no debts. The seminary is man- 
aged with great economy, its main building being 
given to it rent free. Contributions go directly to 
the education of sound preachers of the Gospel. No 
money is lost on the way. 


New Bible Schools.—The Prairie Bible Institute is 
at Three Hills, Alberta. It opened some years ago 





with an enrollment of ten. Last year it had 147 students. 
Already eight graduates are at work in China and 
Annam, eight in Latin America, eight in Africa. 
Twenty-three of its students were out last summer 
preaching Christ in needy places on the prairie. Some 
six hundred people gathered at the Bible conference 
which closed its last winter’s session, coming from all 
over Alberta and Saskatchewan, over poor roads, and 
putting up with primitive accommodations that they 
might get instruction and inspiration. This Institute 
has little equipment and no endowment, but it is pros- 
pering under the good hand of God. 

Rees Howells is a Welsh Christian worker. who 
came from a humble cottage in a Welsh mining vil- 
lage and was touched by the Spirit in the years suc- 
ceeding the great Welsh revival. He has established 
a Bible college in Wales, concerning which The Life 
of Faith gives interesting particulars. This is a faith 
work honored of God, and Mr. Howells is indeed a 
faith man. On one occasion he took passage on the 
Mauretania to go to America when he had only two 
shillings in his pocket. Recently he bought the Der- 
wed lawr estate on the lovely Swansea Bay, though 
he had not a penny in hand and only fifteen minutes 
to decide, —the Church of Rome being ready to grab 
this very property if he should not take it. The estate 
has been paid for and is now worth double what it 
cost. Last year, a depression year, brought the col- 
lege $20,000 in cash, together with innumerable gifts 
in kind without any advertising or statement of need. 
Mr. Howells looks forward to the time when the col- 
lege will have a thousand students. He is also plan- 
ning to have a school for the children of missionaries 
and to use the magnificent mansion of the Derwed 
Fawr property as a resting-place for missionaries when 
on furlough. 

In this connection may be mentioned the Missionary 
Union of the Moody Bible Institute. Two-thirds of 
the Institute day students are members and half of 
them virtually student volunteers. The organization 
maintains contact with about a thousand former Moody 
students throughout the world. Upon invitation of 
pastors and leaders of young people’s organizations 
the Missionary Union sends deputation groups to 
churches in Chicago and its immediate neighborhood. 
Last year 108 such meetings were held. In the Union 
are twelve prayer bands meeting at stated times from 
Tuesday morning to Saturday afternoon each week. 
The present registration of these bands is 643. Mem- 
bers of the Union contribute out of their student pov- 
erty $6,000 annually to more than forty missionary 
organizations, 


The New Outlook prints a protest by the superin- 
tendent of a little Sunday-school in Nova Scotia. James 
Smith tells how, in looking around for something that 
might prove of help in teaching the lesson for January 
3, 1932, “The Meaning of the Incarnation for Today,” 
he opened the Sunday-school section of his church 
organ, conducted by Mr. Black. This is one thing 


- which he found: 


“All that pagan notion, which we fear still exists 
in some folks’ minds, that God is a Being of stern 
justice and if it were not for Jesus Christ and his 
sacrifice for man that justice would descend upon us 
all, is gone and gone forever.” 

But the Fifth Article of the United Church of Can- 
ada affirms that the penalty of sin is eternal death, 
that all men are born with a sinful nature, have broken 
God’s law, and can be saved only by grace. Also 
(Art. 7) that “for our redemption Christ fulfilled all 
righteousness, offered himself a- perfect sacrifice on 
the cross, satisfied divine justice, and made propitiation 
for the sins of the whole world.” 

Such is the bridgeless gap between the standards 
of the United Church of Canada and its official organ 
The New Outlook. 


Calvin in Japan is the theme of an article in The 
Japan Quarterly by the Rev. W. C. Lamott. He de- 
clares that the most significant fact in the development 
of the Japanese church at the beginning of the fourth 
decade of the twentieth century is the steadily growing 
influence of the theology of John Calvin. “A -theologi- 
cal student leaving for a summer of evangelistic work 
takes with him Calvin’s three-volume commentary on 
the Psalms. A chance acquaintance on a tram-car, 
who later is discovered to be a life insurance agent, 
is found absorbed in Calvin on Ephesians. A pastor 
writing a series of popular commentaries begins by 
stating that his standpoint is that of neo-Calvinism. 
Books by and about Calvin have a big turn-over value 
in the religious book stores. Calvin study clubs are 
organized among pastors and theological students. A 
popular evangelist chose as the title of an address be- 
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Lesson for December.25 


fore a Middle School Y. M. C, A. the one word ‘Cal- 
vinism.’ The books in English that appeal to the 
Japanese today are those which in some way or other 
bear upon Calvin or the Reformation. . . . It is highly 
revealing to see a busy pasfor enter a book store, pass 
up the Religious Book Club selections and leave with 
a heavy. work by Benjamin Warfield under his arm.” 

This movement is in its fourth ‘or fifth year, and is 
steadily increasing in power and influence. Professor 
Nakayama is translating Calvin’s Institutes into Jap- 
anese. In France and Germany there is a noticeable 
reaction from modernist thinking. This reaction in 
Japan is guided by Calvin. The sovereignty and right- 
eousness of God is being reaffirmed: where once the 
love of God alone was emphasized. This is not a 
movement in the wake of Barthism. It antedates the 
German movement yet it is strengthened by the evan- 
gelical renascence in Germany. In Japan, Mr. Lamott 
tells us, American theological thinking and American 
church life are thought of as futile, sterile, and super- 
ficial. Germany on the other -hand is described as 
repentant of its critical mood of a generation ago, en- 
gaged in thinking through the deepest problems of God 
ahd human destiny, with fathily religion flourishing and 
theological classes overflowing. 


It was an acute remark of Professor Barth that ° 


modern Christianity is a predicate without a. subject. 
It is all verb,—social activity, organizational activ- 
ity, and the rest. Where Calvin. enters the subject 
is restored to men’s consciousness, —the Almighiy and 
Eternal God. The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom. It is also the beginning of spiritual life 
and of whatever activities in which He may permit 
us to have a part. 


““And when he is come, he will reprove the world 
of sin, and of righteousness.”—The Bible Society 
reports the gift of $189 from a brother in Pachura, 
State of Hidalgo, Mexico. He is a poor man making 
a meager living in a mine, but says that the Spirit 
of God has been dealing with him and urging him to 
make restitution for three thefts. One was by keep- 
ing ten pesos which a bank clerk had given him in ex- 
cess. He sent fifty pesos to this El Paso bank in 
reparation, but the bank returned it as they knew noth- 
ing about the matter. Another theft was this. In 
traveling in the State of Jalisco he met a man on 
foot with wife and little boy, their entire possessions 
being on two burros. The man was in need of money 
and offered to sell a burro to him for eight pesos. 
“He put the burden upon his own back and turned 
over the animal to Senor Ornelas who went on his 
way congratulating himself that he had succeeded in 
robbing the poor man. For the eight pesos were 
false and would not buy even a piece of bread.” 
Ornelas was not able to find those he had cheated, 
but he made Zacchzus’ fourfold restitution, sending 
the money to the Bible Society since his conversion 
had been due to a Scripture portion. 

A colporteur in the Southwest came upon some 
Mexican sheep herders who welcomed him to their 
evening meal. After eating they sat about the fire for 
some -hours discussing the Scripture. Both were 
deeply interested and loath to have the colporteur 
stop. In the morning he gave each a Spanish Gospel 
of John on their promise to read it. Several months 
later he was driving through*a mesa a hundred miles 
away when he heard two Mexicans calling him. They 
proved to be the same sheep herders. Their Gospels 
were worn out, and they asked for others. A Luke 
in Spanish was offered them, but they replied, “We 
no know this San Lucas, but Juan—he be a good 
fellow.” 


Jewish Notes.—It is stated that of the 175,000 Jews 
now settled in Palestine 165,632 use Hebrew as the 
principal medium of speech. Twenty years ago He- 
brew was a dead language. 

In 1920 the Jews possessed only 24,204 dunam of 
land in Palestine (a dunam is 919 square meters). 
In 1930 the amount had risen to 297,288 dunam. The 
most promising parts of the country are now-in their 
hands. Thus the orange lands about Jaffa, the plain 
of Sharon, and the plain of Jezreel where, from the 
Mediterranean to the Jordan, Jewish ownership is 
continuous. The whole plain on the bay between 
Akko and Haifa, the future harbor of Palestine, is 
in Jewish possession. They are settled in the hill 
country, in the lands about the Sea of Galilee, and-in 
and about Jerusalem. Recently in the village of. Kar- 
kur an artesian well opened a water vein which jields 
300 cubic meters an hour,—an unheard ‘of ‘quantity 
for . Palestine: This will convert a formerly arid 
region into a blossoming garden. The hydro-electric 
power. plant on the Jordan has just been deditated. 
The motto of its engineer, Mr. Rutenberg, is: “Cheap 
power for Palestine irrespective of race or religion.” 


Le Christianisme reports on the society Silvania 
in German Switzerland whose members are Catholic 
students. These spend some weeks each year at Neu- 
kirch without pay in doing the press and other work 
connected with the publication of Catholic literature. 
Most of them not only give their time but the price 
of their board as well. The cost of paper is covered 
by the advertisements on the outside pages of the 
literature. - The growth of this enterprise can. be seen 
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from the following statistics: in 1926 there were 3 
working weeks, 30 workers, and 10,000 brochures, or 
pamphlets, published; in 1931, fourteen working weeks, 
508 workers, 700,000 pieces of literature. 

_ This literature deals with Catholic teaching regard- 
ing the family, the church, and the wageworker, and 
other questions which are timely. The curés of Ger- 
man Switzerland have but to send a postal card to 
Silvania to receive the following day a free consign- 
ment of literature for which they pay only the postal 
charge. 

The Union Gospel Press of Cleveland is an enter- 
prise on similar lines, but far more extensive. In one 
month it has sent out as much as fifty tons of safe, 
constructive Sunday-school and other literature, much 
of it to churches whose publishing houses are tainted 
with Modernism. 

It prints thirty different Sunday-school quarter- 
lies, monthlies, leaflets, and the like, including The 
Gospel Herald, a weekly’ Christian readers’ digest; 
also: the completest and safest Christian Endeavor 
Quarterly, The Christian Service Quarterly, and a 
fine Sunday-school Quarterly edited by the Rev. W. 
M. Hottel. 

“This house .was founded by the Rev. W. B. Mus- 
selman, a former Mennonite preaching elder at Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. It grew and God gave it an old 
Cleveland medical college to house it. It has virtually 
been made over by improvements. It is full of presses, 
including a color press, linotypes, paper-cutters, edi- 
torial offices, and storage rooms. All the work is 
done by women_and girls in blue uniforms. They give 
their work to the Lord as missionaries, only without 
salary, but are furnished with dormitories and a 
wonderful table with plenty of solid foods, California 





A Monk’s Bible 


A conversation between an evangelist and 
an Irish monk, which makes one think of 
Reformation times, is reported by Miss 
Stuart-Watt in The Life of Faith. They 
met on a roadside in Tipperary and the evan- 
gelist said, ‘ Brother, do you read the Scrip- 
tures often?” 

“Quite a lot,” he replied. 

“And did you ever notice then the neces- 
sity of an experience spoken of as a new 
birth?” 

“I did,” he said, “and I have had that 
experience.” The two men clasped hands. 

“And here,” continued the monk, going 
to a hole in the brick wall near to where he 
was working, and bringing out an old worn 
Bible,—"“‘here is my constant companion.” 














fruits, rich milk, and the like. They work long hours 
especially in rush times, and do it cheerfully as unto 
the Lord.” 


The Traffic in Souls.—Among other merchandise 

of the great city Babylon is listed “souls of men” 
(Rev. 18:13). This traffic is literally carried on in 
present-day Romanism. Mr. De Roos noticed recently 
in the great cathedral of the City of Mexico, a sign 
reading, “Please buy a number in the raffle for the 
souls in purgatory.” He took four chances at five 
cents apiece, asking for a receipt. “As the man 
could not spell my name I wrote it on the official list. 
If one’s number wins, one acquires a number of masses 
to be applied to friends or dear ones in purgatory.” 
On page sixteen of Mr. De Roos’ little book entitled 
“Scapulars” is a photographic reproduction of the Pre- 
mios de la Rifa de Animas del Templo de Santo Do- 
mingo, otherwise, a list of the successful winners of 
the prizes in the raffle for souls at St. Dominic’s 
Church, — “Masses, one for each of the following 
dead,” with names given. In various Mexican churches 
are collection boxes for “the Friars’ Kitchen,” or Pur- 
gatory, representing a lady in gala dress with flames 
mounting up about her and a box below into which 
one can drop alms for the relief of all such. Infants 
are sent not to purgatory but to limbo, a place of 
darkness, the only relief in which is when the Virgin 
comes down Saturdays to give breast to all dead in- 
fants. On this day there is light. 
_ The inscription on these purgatorial collection boxes 
is the words of Job, “Have pity upon me, liave pity 
upon me, O ye my friends; for the hand of God hath 
touched me” (Job 19:21). 

Mr. Ferguson, Vicar of St. Paul’s, Nottingham, 
Eng., tells of a sermon by a prominent Anglo-Cath- 
olic at St. Coli:mba’s Church, Kingsland Road, in 
which the preacher bemoaned the fact that “poor 
Protestants when they die have no Purgatory to which 
to look forward.” On the other hand Miss Eva Stuart- 
Watt in The Life of Faith tells of recently overhear- 
ing a conversation between two old cronies in an Irish 
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railway train. “The rich have high masses,” said 
one, “and the middie class have “low masses, but we 
poor craythers have nothing to look forward to but 
Purgatory.” 


In the last general conference of the Congo mis- 
sionaries the Rev. Joseph Savels, a Belgian Protestant, 
called attention to the fact that the Belgian Colonial 
Government is departing from the attitude of neutral- 
ity called for by the Free State of the Congo’s con- 
stitution and observed up to the fall of the Poullet- 
Vandervelde ministry. Certain government services 
are unlawfully discriminating between what are called 
“national” (that is, Roman Catholic) and “foreign” 
(that is, Protestant) missions and are greatly favoring 
the former with privileges and finance. The Jesuit 
Pére Charles, who is the brother of the Administrateur- 
général, announces with satisfaction that the schools 
have been practically turned over to Rome for a whole 
generation. And this special treatment extends far 
and wide. 

It will be remembered that a French Catholic clergy- 
man characterized certain Protestant missionaries on 
the Congo as “carpenters, masons, and the like, men 
without education going to the conquest of the world, 
Bible in hand.” 

To this M. Savels replies courteously yet with 
spirit: “I thank the writer for this phrase. I will 
pin it on my breast as a decoration. Gentleman, I am 
a stone-mason and proud to be one. Just before start- 
ing for this conference I was building a schoolhouse. 
I am a carpenter as was the Lord Jesus. Our calloused 
hands can do more than those with ring of amethyst 
[referring to the bishop’s ring]. As to our lack of 
education let the writer remember that it is not St. 
Thomas Aquinas who is conquering the world to Christ 
but the Bible, the Word of God. It has sufficed in time 
past, it will suffice in the future.” 


The State Church of Holland which has long been 
tainted badly with Unitarianism exhibits the usual 
decadence which Unitarianism brings. At present there 
are 308 parishes which are without pastors because 
no pastors can be found, and the number of students 
of theology preparing for the ministry has decreased 
to such an extent that only seventy matriculated in 
1930. In striking contrast is the flourishing condition 
of the evangelical churches founded in the last century. 


Brief Notes.—The Passion play at Oberammergau 
is practically financed by Protesfant tourists. Yet 
when a Bible colporteur attempts to sell Scripture in 
the town he meets with a categorical refusal. “Mr. 
Hertenstein was unable to obtain a position of any 
kind where he could sell; the local authorities also 
refused to give him permission to sell the Bible in 
public places.” ... In 1931 more than 8,500 pilgrims 
out of a total of 18,000 made thé trip to Medina from 
the Red Sea port of Jedda by American automobiles. 
Autos are steadily replacing camels. . Arabs in 
Transjordania believe that the promise made to Abra- 
ham still holds and therefore refuse to buy Bibles be- 
cause they think the Bible promises their lands to the 
Jews. ... Archbishop Diaz of the City of Mexico 
instructed all priests in the diocese of Guadalupe to 
give the name of Guadalupe to every child they bap- 
tized in 1931, in honor of Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Mexico’s Patron Saint. Boys as well as girls re- 
ceive this feminine name. .. . There is now an Athe- 
ist Party in Manchuria which is working overtime 
to destroy the evangelical witness in that land. Fully 
equipped clubs are being started with colossal quan- 
tities of anti-religious literature; almanacs are printed 
with atheist doctrines; morality and decency are 
scoffed at; church meetings are invaded and broken 
up by bands of armed atheist hooligans. Yet the work 
of Christ goes on amazingly. ... When the Invincible 
Armada sailed dowr. the Tagus, 130 ships with 2,431 
guns, banners waving and trumpets sounding to the 
conquest of England, chanting friars went out in pro- 
cession from the fine old convent of the Marianos to 
bless the enterprise. This convent is now occupied 
by an evangelical printer whose presses print many 
Bibles for the Scotch Bible Society. . e Cen- 
tenary of the death of the great French naturalist, 
Cuvier, recalls the fact that this savant held strongly 
to the fixity of species and mightily opposed the evo- 
lutionism of Lamarck. Living beings, he explained, can 
undergo certain modifications, but these are superficial 
and do not affect the fundamental characteristics. He 
absolutely denied an animal origin of man. Species 
can disappear, but cannot transform themselves into 
new species. They correspond to immutable types fixed 
by the Creator. .. United Brethren of Ohio 
are reaching a million people in Argentina in 130 
towns by means of Bible coaches for the circulation 
of Bibles and evangelical literature and by evangelical 
preaching. Eight hundred people have already been 
organized into little native churches. ... The Y. M. 
C. A. of Vienna has undertaken a special Scripture 
distribution campaign. It has erected a stand on the 
Prater, and Boy Scouts have helped to circulate 5,000 
Gospels and 10,000 tracts. . . . The Shingon sect of 
Japanese Buddhism ordains women priests —a recent 
innovation. It hopes to equip several thousand branch 
temples with these, temples now without priests. 

Dats Lancep, DALSLAND, SWEDEN. 
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Is Our Observance of Christmas Scriptural? 
(Concluded from page 635) 


joy”; “rejoice with joy”; “with exceeding joy”; “the 
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace.” Look up the 
words rejoice, praise, joyfulness, glad, and similar 
words in the Scriptures. If we bring up children as 
God would have us bring them up, there will be lots 
of joy in their lives, and we with God’s help can 
enable them to know that this is true. 

Not many months ago a young minister was urging 
a splendid group of young people to believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and yield their lives to him, but 
they would not. On pressing home the question as 
to why they would not, he met the reason that they 
wanted to wait till later; and finally one girl of ten 
or twelve gave as her reason, “I ‘want to swim and 
play.” Upon inquiry, he found that she wanted to 
swim for the joy of swimming, and she was not even 
thinking of mixed swimming parties so prevalent 
today. It seems that her father took the children 
swimming, and she thought that would be prohibited. 
One boy said, “No, I want to live out loud.” The 
worker knew this meant to him that he wanted to 
have fun. He finally said, “Wait until tomorrow 
before you settle this thing,” and on the next day he 
gave those children a wonderful message on the joy, 
gladness, rejoicing, laughter, pleasure, and happiness 
which are the portion of God’s people. The whole 
group were eager to yield when they found that there 
was joy and happiness in God’s way. 

One Christian mother came to see me and spent 
some time bewailing the fact that she could not let 
her daughters go anywhere for a social time because 
there was no decent or safe place for them to go. I 
asked, “What are you doing about it? If this is 
true, aren’t we who are Christian parents responsible 
before God for the social life of our children, if the 
school and the Church are not? What are you do- 
ing about it? Do we not have homes, and what are 
those homes for? If there is no decent social life else- 
where, why not have such times in your own home 
and show how it can be done?” She began to do it 
and her home became a place of joy and happiness 
for Christian young people. I think we as parents 
have a strong obligation to give our children a good 
time and not to leave that to the world. 

If you are in bondage to any prevailing customs such 
as the sending of Christmas cards and presents, it is 
your privilege to be free. We should not do this or 
that because others do it, unless in so doing we are 
glorifying God. If we are in bondage over the giving 
or receiviiig of gifts, it is largely our fault, and there 
is no reason why we should berate Christmas for our 
weakness. Let me say again that I think that we have 
considerable warrant from the Scriptures to observe 
the birthday of our Lord in a festal manner and as 
holy unto the Lord. Christmas cards, prayerfully sent 
with a bit of message, a verse, or verses of Scripture 
bring blessings to thousands; and with the above 
explanation of the origin of “mass” and the present- 
day meaning of the word Christmas, with no taint of 
Catholicism upon it, there is no comparison between 
a verse on a Christmas card and on a theater pro- 
gram, a comparison made in the tract. If one objects 
to the word: Christmas, he may use the “Birthday of 
Christ” instead; but he may: still send out His Word 
at Christmas time with its thrilling message of joy, 
peace, and good will. If that first wonderful birth- 
day called forth the rejoicing of the angels of Heaven, 
how much more should we human beings, redeemed by 
the precious blood of Christ, rejoice over the birth 
which made possible that death! And if any odium 
attaches to the word “merry” for you, don’t use it. 

It was when the Church stressed the “Man of sor- 
rows” and the sufferings of Christ all out of propor- 
tion by giving penances and penalties, and by consign- 
ing people to years and years of punishment without 
even touching on the forgiveness or joy of the Lord, 
that the dark ages fell upon the Church. 

If any church is “burlesquing” religion at Christmas 
or any other time, certainly no Christian is justified 
in having part in such an affair. But Christian fam- 
ilies can have such a Christmas party, such a happy, 
joyous, rejoicing time that neither they nor their 
guests would be ashamed before Christ were he to 
come at that moment. This is possible. We are not 
to sit with long faces waiting the coming of our Bride- 
grecom but with joyous anticipation. 

Dollars, time, or words should not be wasted on 
foolishness at Christmas time. We can help the 
Church of Christ to celebrate this day in a Scriptural 
way, and just because the world has crept in one 
need not follow the world. 

Many a parent has caused his little ones to stumble 
by “taking the joy out of life’ and by living too 
strictly, because they have thus misrepresented Christ. 
“I never had a happier time.” “I did not know that 
Christians could enjoy a party.” “I did not know that 
enjoyable social times were possible for Christian 
young people.” “Not a single thing questionable the 
whole evening, and yet what a good time we have 
had.” “I never met so many good people in my life 
before.” “If those young people have religion, that’s 
what I want.” These and many more such expres- 
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sions greet the ears of God’s child wko will through 
earnest prayer and study undertake to solve the social 
life of the young Christians for whom he is responsible. 

We can be an example of believers in word, in de- 
portment, in love, in spirit, in faith, and in purity, and 
still celebrate our Lord’s birthday, I believe; but we 
shall omit Santa Claus, and many other elements, and 
perhaps even the Christmas tree which adds no nec- 
essary enjoyment to a joyful celebration. However, 
the tree conveys no other idea than that of decorative- 
ness to most celebrations and as such is not harmful. 
But I should hesitate to introduce even that into a 
heathen tribe where I was making Christ known for 
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the first time, for with their worship of sacred trees, 
a Christmas tree could easily be misunderstood as 
an object of worship. : 

I do not claim to have found all the truth about 
this subject. I have put down my thoughts as I have 
carefully and prayerfully gone over the ground, search- 
ing out the historical background, the context, and 
the relation of Old Testament teachings in their ap- 
plication to the spiritual life of the believer today. 
At the present time I feel much clearer in my own 
mind about this subject, but am ready for any further 
light God may bring to me. 

Cotumsia, S. C. 








Its silent witness in the heavens, 
which ‘‘declare the glory of God’”’ 








An Astronomer Looks at the Star of Bethlehem 
By Professor Hawley O. Taylor, Ph.D. 











One of the first appointments made at Wheaton 
College during the administration of President Bus- 
well, was that of Professor Taylor, who came to 
Wheaton in January, 1927. In the fall of 1928 he 
was appointed to his present position as Chairman 
of the Department of Physics, Astronomy, and Math- 
ematics. At present he is also Chairman of the 
Athletic Committee. In three years’ time Dr. Tay- 
lor has built up one of the strongest departments in 
the college, and has contributed much to the spiritual 
and intellectual life on the campus. Among other 
things, he has secured the Upsilon Chapter of the 
Sigma Pi Sigma National Physics Honor Society for 
Wheaton. 

Professor Taylor received the Ph.D. degree from 
Cornell University in 1913. He has since served on 
the Research Staff of the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, Harvard University, and the United 
States Bureau of Standards. During the war Dr. 
Taylor served as Special Adviser for the Submarine 
Defense Association, and as Radio Engineer in the 
U. S. A. Signal Corps. He is the author of numer- 
ous articles on acoustical and electrical subjects. He is 
a member of the Sigma Xi National Honor Research 
Society, the American Physical Society, the Institute 
of Radio Engineers, and the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers, as well as of numerous minor 
organizations. He is a Fellow of the American 
Association. for the Advancement of Science, and the 
Acoustical Society of America. 

Dr, Taylor’s deep spiritual insight and earnest con- 
secration have contributed greatly to his service on 
the campus. Students feel free to seek his advice 
on spiritual as well as academic problems, and his 
office is always open to them. At this Christmas 
season the Times is glad to share with its readers 
this message by Dr. Taylor, which is reprinted from 
the Bulletin of Wheaton College for last December. 


HE stars have silently and persistently throughout 

the centuries played their part in urging man on 
to greater endeavor. Something to stimulate to higher 
aspiration has always been recognized as neediul if 
progress is to be made. The sad alternative is, “Where 
there is no vision, the people perish” (Prov. 29: 18). 
One star which has brought new life to thousands of 
people is the star of Bethlehem. In the first mention 
of this star, whose light once shone softly over a self- 
centered world, it was ieading wise men to the humble 
birthplace of the world’s promised Redeemer; and 
throughout the ages before and since, it has been 
serving humanity in this indispensable way, guiding 
sinners to the Saviour. 

A beautiful legend of the star of Bethlehem comes 
down to us. In it the wise men are seen leaving 
King Herod's palace to go in search of the newborn 
King. They must have been perplexed because of 
Herod’s ignorance of such an important event, but 
the sight of the star near the zenith dispelled disap- 
pointment and renewed their courage. It was ap- 
proaching midnight, and they wondered how they 
would be able to find the actual spot where the star 
would be vertical. Being wearied, they sat down 
beside David’s “well of Bethlehem” to refresh them- 
selves.. There they saw the star reflected in the clear 
water of the well, and they “rejoiced with exceeding 
joy,” for they knew that the star must be vertically 
over their heads in order to be seen in a deep well, 
and they must be very near the spot where the “babe” 
should be born. Their quest was now soon ended, 
and they worshiped the infant King of kings. 

The star of Bethlehem was perhaps a “new star” 
which burst forth in the ancient constellation Coma 
(located in the heavens where Coma Berenice is now 
seen). The constellation Coma is one of the star 
groups which accompany the sign Virgo, the virgin 
carrying in one hand a branch and in the other stalks 
of grain bearing seed. It is a faithful and silent wit- 
ness of “the seed of the woman” which should bruise 
the serpent’s head (Gen. 3:15). The constellation 
Coma reveals that this “seed” which is “the Branch” 
would come as a child, for it portrays a young woman 
holding an infant boy, the ancient name of the group 
meaning “the Desired,” as in the Scriptural phrase, 
“The desire of all nations shall come” (Hag. 2:7). 





The bright star Spica, in the heads of grain which 
the virgin holds, has a Hebrew name, Tsemech, which 
means Branch. This Hebrew word, as pointed out 
by some authorities, occurs only four times in the 
Old Testament and: in these passages it is used ex- 
clusively of the Messiah, The occurrences are strik- 
ing as giving the fourfold aspect of Christ as recorded 
in the four Gospels: (1) Jeremiah 23:5, 6: “I will 
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King’ shall 
reign and prosper” (Matthew’s Gospel). (2) Zech- 
ariah 3:8: “Behold, I will bring forth: my servant 
the BRANCH” (Mark’s Gospel). (3) Zechariah 6: 
12: “Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH” 
(Luke’s Gospel). (4) Isaiah 4:2: “In that day shall 
the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious” 
(John’s Gospel). 

The historical star of Bethlehem has long since 
dwindled in brightness, as all new stars do, until now 
it is lost in the multitude of faint stars. The witness 
which it bore to earth now comes through other chan- 
nels — believers, the Church, numerous institutions, 
and the governments ordained of God. 

Although called “fixed,” all stars are moving, some 
more rapidly than others, the greatest known velocity 
being about 625 miles a second, — eight thousand times 
faster than airplanes can go. Powerful telescopes 
reveal that many stars are in reality great cloudy 
masses of stars, called nebulz, shaped like a spiral. 
The Milky Way, or Galaxy, which we see encircling 
us on clear nights, is such a spiral nebule. This 
galaxy is the “universe” to which we belong. The 
nebulz which lie beyond our galaxy are other galaxies 
like our own, called “island universes,” many of which 
are 300,000,000 light years away and 5,000 light years 
in diameter. A light year in miles is about six billion 
billion. Thirty million of these island universes are 
within the vision of the largest telescope. Now we 
have already noted the greatest speed of a star, but 
the speed of some of these outer galaxies reaches the 
enormous figure of 11,000 miles a second, and, strange 
to say, they are all flying away from us—in other 
words, the universe of universes is exploding! Al- 
though living in one of its flying fragments, we seem 
to be entirely oblivious of the enormous activity in- 
volved; but it will all be known to us sometime when 
the reality, not its shadow, is seen. What power will 
be at our disposal when we are ruling and reigning 
with Christ, and are freed from three-dimensional 
limitations ! 

We are not only in the midst of action, as we have 
seen, but we are made of action—the atoms which 
compose us are miniature solar systems with electrons 
whirling about their nuclei. The speeds attained by 
these electrons are far in excess of those which we 
have just been considering, reaching even to 60,000 
miles a second, one-third the velocity of light! 
Whether then we regard the numerous outside. uni- 
verses of. enormous dimensions or the | countless 
myriads of solar systems in every drop of water, we 
are face to face with ceaseless activity, and in the 
midst of it the star of Bethlehem appeared to announce 
the advent of its Maker. What a heritage for us, the 
pilgrims of earth, for whom “a child” was born, “and 
his name called. Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace” (Isa. 9:6): 

The vast universe, the “handiwork” of God, is not 
chaotic, except where Satan has interfered, but is 
orderly, majestic, exquisite. Whether we view the 
starry host or contemplate the whirl within the atom, 
we see motion harmoniously regulated by nicely bal- 
anced forces. It is activity under the control of the 
Master. Properly controlled activity in human affairs 
is discipline. Order in group activity and progress in 
individual lives results where discipline is effective. 
The world still sees the luster of the star which 
brought “peace on earth” as it shines through the 
lives of people in their humble service of the One 
whom they have joyously received as their Redeemer 
and Lord. 
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As the Times Enters Its Diamond Jubilee Year 


Six Months in ‘“‘The Servant Gospel” 


Articles of Extraordinary Interest 














ITH the first issue of 1933 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘TIMES 
enters upon its seventy-fifth year of life, its Diamond 


Jubilee Year. 


for almost three-quarters of a century. 


history of this paper? 


Last week’s issue announced some of the important and 
welcome improvements to be made in the ‘Times in 1933, 
giving the paper greater readability and convenience in hand- 


Mastering Mark’s Gospel 


The International Uniform Lessons are maintaining 
their high standard and rich opportunities by offer- 
ing the Sunday-schools of the world anew six- 
months’ series of studies in the Gospel of Mark, be- 
ginning with the first lesson of 1933. Every verse 
and chapter of this Gospel is covered in the course, 
so we shall have an exceptional opportunity for 
mastering the facts and meaning of the life of Christ. 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot TiMes congratulates its 
readers upon this feast of Bible study. 


Young people of today are interested in action, 
and they will be impressed to discover that “Mark 
is characteristically a Gospel of deeds, rather than 
of words.” Yet the lowly Servant whose mighty 
works are recorded was also “the mighty God,” as 
Isaiah predicted seven centuries earlier: It is a 
thrilling, compelling study that lies ahead for all 
of us, and it may have revolutionizing results, reach- 
ing out into eternity, for vast numbers in these dark 
days in which we live. 


It is welcome news that President Robert C. 
McQuilkin is preparing a preview of the entire 
Gospel of Mark, to appear in the Times as the new 
lessons for 1933 begin. This article will give the 
message of the book as a whole; a simple, work- 
ing outline of the book; aims we should have in 


studying this Gospel; and outstanding features of - 


Mark, such as the miracles, the parables, and other 
great facts that will help us to master its contents, 
that is, to “think the Gospel through with our Bibles 
closed.” 


In addition to this vital working tool for teachers 
on the six months’ studies, Mr. McQuilkin will con- 
tinue in every issue of the Trmes his leading lesson 
article which, begun last January, has so captivated 
the hearts and minds of #he Times Family by its 
richness, simplicity, and spiritual vision. 

To these articles will be added the full Lesson 
Department every week,—a glance at the next 
page and those following will show the unusual vari- 
ety of these lesson helps, all of which will be yours 
each week of the new year as we enter upon the 
lessons in the Servant Gospel. 


Why the Young Hero-King Died 


He took the throne when he was_ seventeen. 
Twenty-one years later, while still in his thirties, 
he won one of the greatest battles in history and 
saved the cause of the Gospel and religious free- 
dom to civilization—but his own life was the 
price of victory. Last month the Princess Ingrid 
of Sweden reached Stockholm by airplane from 
England to join her father, King Gustavus V, and 
other members of the royal family who, with diplo- 
mats and other representatives of all branches of 
the Swedish armed forces, united in an impressive 
service in the National Cathedral to honor the 
memory of this hero King, Gustavus Adalphus: 
The service was conducted by Archbishop Erling 
Eidem, Primate of Sweden, and at its. conclusion 
delegations filed slowly past the royal party, sta- 
tioned opposite the sarcophagus containing the body 
of the young King who had died in faithfulness 
to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. The story 
of Gustavus Adolphus, of the powers of darkness 
that closed in upon him and other faithful Protes- 
tants, and of his martyr-victory, will be told in 
next week’s issue of THE SunpAyY Scuoo. Times 
by one of the leading authorities of the Lutheran 
Church. In these days when false hero worship is 
so popular, and the Church of Rome exalts her 
great ‘men and women of the past, we need to be 
reminded of the real heroes of the faith. 


Its first number was dated January 1, 
1859, and the paper has been permitted to minister to God’s 
people throughout North America and the world every. week 
Will you -join with 
the staff in prayer that the Lord himself shall make its Dia- 
mond Jubilee Year the most useful time of service in the 


to miss it. 


Most of the articles announced on this page 
will. appear in THE Sunpay ScuHoot TImMEs 
within the coming ten weeks, and those not now 
getting the paper can make sure of a feast of 
good things by taking advantage of the Get 
Acquainted subscription rate of 25 cents for ten 
weeks, for any number of such subscriptions to 
names not now on the Times list, if mailed 
promptly to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadetphia. 








When the Higher Criticism 
Was Tested in the Law Courts . 








An amazing event in literature, in the rights 
of authors and publishers, in Bible study, and 
in the highest courts of human law 


G. WELLS, the brilliant author of “The 
H Outline of History” and other works of 
e world-wide popularity, is notoriously anti- 
Christian in his personal views. He wrote an 
article some years ago on “The Bible of Civiliza- 
tion,” and modestly suggested that, if a group of 
carefully chosen literary men of today were asked 
to do so, they could undoubtedly write a_ better 
Bible for the world of today than the Bible we 
now have. 


By a strange irony of fate, perhaps by God’s 
own directing hand, Mr. Wells has unwittingly 
become one of the most useful defenders of the 
Bible in our generation! He probably would not 
admit this himself, but it is a fact. The story 
is an astounding one. 


Legal action was brought -against Mr. Wells 
last year for damages of half a million dollars, 
the charge being that he, with the connivance of 
his -publishers the Macmillan Company, thrad_ stolen 
much of the material used in his “Outline of His- 
tory” from the unpublished manuscript of another 
author, who thus brought suit. The facts leading 
up to this damage suit are unexpectedly interest- 
ing. 


The star witness for the plaintiff was a pro- 
fessor at the University of Chicago, a profound 
student of ancient and Old Testament languages, 
an ordained minister with the degrees of M.A., 
D.B., Ph.D., who had graduated from three uni- 
versities and had risen to the heights of the Pro- 
fessorial Chair in the Department of Old Testa- 
ment Languages and Literature at Chicago 
University. . 

Here was a Higher Critic of the Higher Critics 
who. gladly accepted the commission of proving, 
on. the basis of the well-known “assured results 
of the Higher Criticism,” that Mr. Wells and the 
Macmillan Company had piagiarized “The Outline 
of History.” 

The professor’s scholarly and “convincing” argu- 
ment was made, and the case has been tried and 
fought through court after court. The personal 
feelings of the brilliant. British writer Mr. Wells, 
who undoubtedly had accepted the “assured results 
of the’ Higher Criticism” for himself long ago 
as a reason for rejecting the authority of the 
Scriptures, are not recorded! But the sensational 
story of this tremendous legal battle, tried first 
in one court, then carried on to the Appellate 
Division of the Supreme Court of Ontario, and 
then, passing over the Supreme Court of Canada, 


ling and filing because of a smaller page size, with an increased 
number of pages, and with. wire stitching instead of pasting — 
changes for which many readers have asked. 
in the essential character of the paper or its departments of 
tested and approved value, the Times will, as usual, offer its 
readers a bill of fare week by week throughout the year rich 
with articles of extraordinary interest, some of which are de- 
scribed on this page. 

Another announcement, of really sensational interest, is 
made on the second page of this issue, and you will not want 
Katherine Mayo, author of that*epoch-making book 
‘*Mother India,’’ will have something to say to the Times Family. 


With no change 


brought to the foot of the Throne, to be judged 
by the Lords of the Privy Council, the - highest 
Tribunal of Justice and the Court of last resort 
in the British Empire, is a document of astound- 
ing importance in the three fields of literature, law, 
and Bible study. 


It has been written exclusively for THe Sun- 
pAY ScHoo, Times by a Canadian lawyer of wide 
experience, H. E. Irwin, K.C., and will appear in 
these columns in two articles in early issues of 
the Diamond Jubilee Year (1933) of THE SuNDAY 
Scuoo. Times. The first article will set down 
detailed facts of the alieged plagiarism, the action 
brought in the courts of law, and the extended 
charge based on the principles of the Higher Criti- 
cism. The second article will offer proof that 
this legal action involved the whole principle and 
recognized method of Modern Biblical Criticism, 
and will show how the Higher Critics apply their 
principles to the study of the Scriptures. 


Mr. Irwin writes to the Editor: “For years I 
have waited patiently for the occasion when some 
Higher Critic or apostle of Modernism would be 
rash enough to try his dissecting tools on a book 
of our own day, so that all men might be in a 
position to estimate the practical worth of their 
methods and conclusions. At last it has come!” 


Surely God’s hand has been in this spectacular 
event, involving an agnostic writer of the highest 
literary standing, a law suit for half a-million dol- 
lars, and the highest Court of the British Empire. 
Christian people throughout the world will find in 
this unprecedented narrative that the enemies of 
the Word and the Faith have placed in our hands 
a weapon of deadly effectiveness against the powers 
of darkness. 


Will There Be a Gold Rush to Babylon? 


The Bible has a great deal to say about gold. It 
is used not merely as a figure of speech, but the 
metal itself, and vast quantities of it, are described 
in the Scriptures. Some five hundred Bible pas- 
sages‘ speak of gold, and the region of the ancient 
city of Babylon is prominently named as the source 
from which much of the gold came. Most of this 
gold seemed to return to the same region, espe- 
cially to Babylon. 


The pride of modern men and modern civiliza- 
tion is not flattered by reading about the gold in 
Bible times. Solomon’s wealth in gold, for ex- 
ample, was staggering even to those accustomed 
to the wealth of today. In one year the value of 
the gold brought to Solomon was approximately 
$20,000,000. With our modern machinery and 
more than 3,000 active gold mines in the United 
States, our entire output for 1925 was under 
$50,000,000. 

Babylon looms large in the prophetic events of 
the end of this age before our Lord’s return to 
establish his Kingdom on earth. Many students 
of Bible prophecy believe that the city of Babylon 
will soon be rebuilt. Business and political inter- 
ests are more and more turning toward the region 
of Babylon. 


Suppose vast stores of the ancient gold that was 


apparently heaped up in Babylon are discovered 
there — would there be a great gold rush to Baby- 


lon? No one can speak confidently about this, but 
the suggestion is thought-provoking, and a fas- 
cinating subject opens up in “Babylon .. ._ the 


Golden City” in the light of Isaiah 14:4 and Rev- 
elation. W. D. Herrstrom has written a challeng- 
ing study of this unusual subject, and the Times 
welcomes the opportunity of publishing it early in 
the new year. 
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LESSON 13. DECEMBER 25. GOD’S GIFT TO MAN (CHRISTMAS LESSON) 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 2: 1-20 


Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.—John 3: 16 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee for printing in 
the lesson helps is vs. 8-20 


KinG JAMES VERSION 

8 And there were in the same country 
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them: and they were 
sore afraid. 


10 And the angel said unto them, Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you .good tid- 
ings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. 

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; 
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swad- 
dling clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will toward men. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
8 And there were shepherds in the 

same country abiding in the field, and 
keeping * watch by night over their flock. 
9 And an angel of the Lord stood by 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. 10 And the angel said unto them, 
Be not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which shall 
be to all the people: 11 for there is born 
to you this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is *Christ the Lord. 12 
And this is the sign unto you: Ye shall 
find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
and lying in a manger. 13 And _ sud- 
denly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, 
14 Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth * peace among ‘ men in 

whom he is well pleased. 


Ki1nG JAMES VERSION 
15 And it came to pass, as the angels 
were gone away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said one to another, Let 
us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which 
the Lord hath made known unto us. 


16 And they came with haste, and 
feund Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in a manger. 


17 And when they had seen it, they 
made known abroad the saying which 
was told them concerning this child. 


18 And all they that heard it won- 
dered at those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. 


19 But Mary kept all these things, 
and pondered them in her heart. 


20 And the shepherds returned, glori- 
fying and praising God for all the things 
that they had heard and seen, as it was 
told unto them. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

15 And it came to pass, when the angels 
went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this 
®thing that is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And 
they came with haste and found both 
Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in 
the manger. 17 And when they saw it, 
they made known concerning the saying 
which was spoken to them about this 
child. 18 And all that heard it won- 
dered at the things which were spoken 
unto them by the shepherds. 19 But 
Mary kept all these °sayings, pondering 
them in her heart. 20 And the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all the things that they had 
heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them. 


Or, night-watches. ? Or, Anointed 
Lord. ® Many ancient authorities 
read, peace, good pleasure among men. 
*Gr., men of good pleasure.  * Or, 
saying. °Or, things: 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


NCE more the Christian world pauses to listen 

together to the angels’ song and to meditate 

on the meaning of God's inexpressible Gift to 
man. Those who heard the shepherds tell the joyous 
message the angels brought—tidings that sent a 
thrill through all of Heaven’s hosts — “wondered,” 
and then, unchanged, went on with their ordinary liv- 
ing. Will we “wonder,” and go on as we have gone? 
Or will we be stirred anew to carry the glad tidings 
everywhere, and to look for the personal return of that 
One whose first coming found so few of the children 
of men ready to welcome their Saviour and Lord? 


The Historical Setting 


Our present dating of the years from the birth of 
our Lord began in 526 when Dionysius Exiguus made 
the new calendar, and he fixed Christ's birth by mis- 
take four or five years too late. Several different 
calculations point to the spring of 4 B. C. as the date 
of Herod’s death. If our Lord was born in the pre- 
ceding summer or fall or winter, it would fix his birth 
as 5 B. C. Other scholars would make it 6 B. C. 
There is no certainty, either, as to the day of our 
Lord's birth. There is no evidence that the traditional 
date, December 25, is wrong (the flocks may have 
been out in the fields at that time), except that so 
many traditional dates have been wrong. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 2:8—In the same country. Where David 
kept his flocks, where Ruth gleaned in the fields of 
Boaz. Shepherds abiding in the field. Edersheim 
considers that these shepherds tended the flocks des- 
tined for the Temple sacrifices, and he refers to the 
Jewish tradition that Messiah would be revealed from 
Migdal Eder, “the tower of the flock,” which was 
near Bethlehem, ; 


Verse 9.—-The angel of the Lord. Probably Gabriel, 
God’s special messenger to the chosen people (see I: 
II, 19, 26, 28). Sore afraid. As men always are in 
the presence of the supernatural. 


Verse 10—Fear not. Thus did -the angel speak 
also to Zacharias and. to Mary (1:13, 30). Good 
tidings of great joy. How the angel rejoiced to make 
this announcement; henceforth men are to carry the 
glad tidings, and how we should rejoice to do it. To 
all people. The word is “the people,” and refers pri- 
marily to Israel; but Israel’s Saviour is the Saviour 
of the world, as Israel's God is the God of all nations 
(2: 3a). 

Verse 11.—Unio you is born this day. Every one 
of us may take the word “unto you” as to ourselves 
personally. 4 Saviour. Joy indeed for a lost world! 
Christ. The Saviour is the Anointed One, the long- 
looked-for Messiah, the One from all the human race 
anointed with the oil of gladness above his fellows 
(Heb, 1:9), to do what none other can do. Lord. 
This anointed Man is Jehovah, the mighty God; only 


% % % % 


this can that word “Lord” mean (v. 9). 
Topics. 


Verse 12.—A sign... the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes ... in a@ manger. All earthly glory is absent 
from this “sign.” No earthly cradle in millionaire’s 
mansion or in palace of kings could be worthy of this 
Babe, and very fittingly the humblest of all beds that 
earth could offer received the precious child. The 
manger was a raised wooden platform or trough, or 
possibly constructed of stone. 


Verse 14.—Glory to God. And so the birth of this 
Babe is first of all to God’s glory, and then for man’s 
good. In the highest. That is, God dwells in the 
highest Heaven. He is now humbling himself to take 
up his dwelling with men. And on earth peace. He 
is our Peace. He came to make peace through the 
blood of his cross (Col. 1:20), to give peace to those 
who will receive him, and to guarantee peace for the 
sin-cursed world (Psa. 85:10; Luke 1:79; Isa. 57: 
19; Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:17). Good will toward men. 
The commentary on the four words is John 3: 16. 
The thoughts God thinks toward us are thoughts of 
good, not of evil (John 3:17; Eph. 2: 4, 7; 2 Thess. 2: 
16; 1 John 4:9, 10). 


See Special 





The Bethlehem Anthem 
By Amos R. Wells 


“ LORY to God in the highest,”’ the angels sang 

that night, as the sky was a-shine with the 
splendor of the glorious, heavenly light: glory to 
God in the highest of all the dominions above: 
glory to God in the highest degree, the glory of his 
love. And ever since in the. heart of man the 
glories of heaven shine, and touch the fields of our 
common earth with a wonderment divine, and bathe 
the toil of our common tasks with a beauty from 
heaven sent, and widen out our narrowed lives to 
the breadth of the firmament. Ox earth peace, 
cried the angels, that night of blessedest balm, as 
over the troubled nations came a strange, mysterious 
calm; as into the stormy spirits of men the stillness 
of heaven stole, and souls redeemed found the joy 
serene of the Saviour’s infinite soul. So the angels 
planted the holy seed that through the ages has 
grown, as slowly the children of God have received 
what there was so sweetly sown, as slowly the 
passions and hates of men have learned in shame to 
cease, and the Holy Spirit blessedly brings the 
comforting Bethlehem peace. Good will toward 
men, the angels sang over that Christmas hill, and 
the glad fields echo back the strains of the vast, 
divine good will, as the Father’s love was known to 
men in the love of his only Son, till the seal was 
laid at Calvary and the blessed deed was done. And 
now no more in the hearts of men is doubt of the 
Father’s love, and all of the Father’s own are sure 
of the wistfulness above, and all who turn to the 
Father know the grace of the Father’s mind, and 
the earth has found that the heavenly heart is kind, 
and kind, and kind. 
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Verse 15.—Let us now go... and see this thing 
which is come to pass. With confident faith the 
shepherds know that it is the Lord who has spoken 
and that the thing has come to pass; they go to see 
it, not to see if it is true. 


Verse 16—Found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe 
lying t% @ manger. The suggestion is that they 
searched for the Babe. Mary’s name is appropriately 
put before Joseph’s. It seems probable that they were 
in a cave near the inn, used as a stable, though not 
necessarily having animals in it at this time. Some 
suppose the manger to have been in a private house, 
where the lowly lived along with their domestic ani- 
mals. Like other sacred places, there is not absolute 
certainty of the location, though there is no rival site 
to the traditional cave covered now by the Church 
of the Nativity. 


Verse 17.—They made known abroad. These first 
earthly evangelists told the glad news everywhere to 
those who were willing to hear. 


Verse 18.—All they that heard it wondered. And 
we wonder that the news should not have changed all 
life for them and electrified the land. And yet the 
wonder that our present world should be so uncon- 
cerned about Immanuel is greater still. 


Verse 19.—But Mary kept all these things. In con- 
trast to these others who “wondered.” (See v. 51.) 
Pondered them in her heart. One after another the 
great revelations concerning this Child were treasured 
up by Mary. She gave them to Luke and others to 
pass on to us and to the whole family of those who, 
with Mary, worship the Son of God. 

Verse 20.—The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God. They returned to their toil, but a new 
glory brightened every hour. It was not a fading 
vision or a passing joy, but a permanent exulting in 
the God of glory. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The angels went away into Heaven, but the Babe 
in the manger remained here on earth among men. 
He came to stay. For all eternity he will not only be 
Immanuel, God with us forevermore, but for all e‘er- 
nity he is a Man. These are tidings of such great 
joy as it has never entered into the heart of man to 
conceive. God has identified himself with man, bear- 
ing his sin and sharing his afflictions. -He has taken 
over all of man’s liabilities and has made available 
for man all of God’s. assets: This is:God’s gift to man, 
Himself, and with Himself, all things (Rom. 8: 32). 
He became poor that we might be rich. .He suffered 
utmost shame that we might have utmost glory. He 
was a man of sorrows who went into Gethsemane’s 
agony, that we might have peace and joy. He died 
that we might live. He gave himself for us that we 
might give ourselves to him, and in him find fullness 
of life and fullness of joy. This is God’s gift to us. 
What have we given to him? 


Lesson Outlines 
IMMANUEL— Gop WitH Us 


1. Four thousand years of prophecy and events 
prepare for his coming. 


2. Czsar’s decree and the moving to Bethlehem. 


* 
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Lesson for December 25 


3. The tewly birth in earth’s humblest place. 
4. The exalted praise of Heaven’s giorious host. 


5. Shepherd-evangelists tell the news, which trans- 
forms life for them. 


Gon’s Girt TO Man 
1. The facts of his birth. 
2. What the Gift means to the world, 
3. What the Gift means to me. 
4. Telling of the Gift to others. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Bethlehem’s Babe was God. The words “incarna- 
tion” and “deity of Christ” are impersonal ways of 
stating the amazing truth that Jesus Christ is God, 
the eternal Word made flesh. Even in the records of 
his human birth this truth of his deity is made clearly 
evident: Gabriel tells Zacharias that John is to go 
before the face of the Lord (1:17). Elisabeth calls 
the unborn Babe “my Lord” (1:43). He is to be 
“Son of the Most High” and “Son of God” (1: 32, 
35). He is also called the “Most High,” and John is 
to be his prophet, and is to go before the face of the 
Lord (1:76), that is, Christ the Lord, Jehovah-God 
(2:11). 


Messianic Prophecy. Beginning with Genesis 3: 15 
all the Old Testament prophecies pointed forward, 
directly or indirectly, to the Seed of the woman, the 
Saviour of the world, who would defeat Satan (Gen. 
3:15; 22:18; 26:4; 28:14; 49:10; Num. 24:17). 
He was announced by the angels as “Saviour,” 
“Christ,” and “Lord.” Many prophecies point for- 
ward to him as Saviour (Isa. 49:6); as Messiah or 
the Anointed One (Dan. 9:25, 26), and as the Lord 
Jehovah (Isa. 9%6; Zech. 2:11; Mal. 3:1). It was 
prophesied that he should be born in Bethlehem (Mic. 
5:2), of a virgin (Isa. 7:14), of the seed of David 
(2 Sam. 7:12, 13), that he was to be the Prince of 
Peace (Isa. 9:6), that he would bring great joy to 
Israel and the world (Isa. 65:18; 66:10). Study 
the fulfilled prophecies in Luke’s account of his birth, 
and in Matthew’s account. 


Is it Wrong to Celebrate Christmas?—There is 
very much connected with Christmas celebrations that 
dishonors Christ, and turns the thoughts of men away 
from the true message. But it is altogether natural 
that those who love Christ should turn their thoughts 
toward this event once each year, as also that we 
turn our thoughts toward the resurrection once each 
year, for the purpose of making the truth more vital 
and vivid through the rest of the year. The fact 
that Scripture does not command us to observe these 
seasons does not make it wrong to observe them; if 
our worship and praise and joyful celebration springs 
from hearts of love, it is pleasing to him. (For a 
Scriptural study of our observance of Christmas see 
the article on page 635 in this issue.) 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Have we accepted God’s Gift? The giving at Beth- 
lehem was in order to the giving at Calvary; he gave 
his Son to die that we might live. No Christmas 
lesson should pass without every Sunday-school pupil 
facing the question as ‘to whether he has accepted 
or rejected God’s unspeakable Gift (John 3: 16). 


Have we made the gift of ourselves to him? He 
died for us that we should henceforth live no longer 
unto self, but unto him (2 Cor. 5:15). 


Do we hasten with the message of glad tidings to 
others? We should imitate the eager haste of the 
shepherds to tell the good news everywhere. Espe- 
cially should we remember the word that he is “a 
light to lighten the Gentiles” (Luke 2:32). Millions 
are still awaiting the news of this Birth. 


Have we learned the glory of the commonplace? 
The shepherds went back to their lowly labors glorify- 
ing and praising God. It is ours to make every day, 
not Christmas day only, aglow with the wonder of 
ye — Christ has glorified the humblest tasks 
of ear 


Have we planned Christlike Christmas giving? He 
would: have us remember the poor in our giving, those 
who have little, the sick, the orphanages, the mission- 
ary societies, and other Christian institutions that have 
suffered much in the depression. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

The first direct words from Heaven that broke the 
silence of four hundred years were the words “fear 
not” (Luke 1:13). The second and third messages 
of the angel included the same words. 

Earth’s hosts crowded him out of. the inn but 
Heaven’s hosts left their glory to acclaim his birth. 

The birth of the Good Shepherd was announced 
first to the shepherds who cared for the lambs that 
pointed forward to the Lamb of God. 

God’s revelations of glad tidings of great joy are 
always to humble and believing hearts: it was so of 
the revelation concerning his birth and it was so of 
the revelation concerning his resurrection. 


The world is panting after a Saviour. He has come, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. ; 
12, December 18.—Review: Christian Standards of Life. 
13. December 25.—God’s Gift to Man (Christmas 
LABOTR)  ccccccccccccntceveccceccecvscccveesoes Luke 2: 1-20 
Fourth Quarter 
1. January 1.—John Prepares the Way for Jesus. 

Mark 1: 1-11 


2. January 8—Jesus Begins His Work ....Mark 1 : 12-20 
3. January 15.—Jesus at Work ..............Mark 1 : 21-45 
4. January 22.—Jesus Forgiving Sin ............ Mark 2: 1-12 
5. January 29.—Jesus and the Sabbath ..Mark 2: 13 to 3:6 
6. February 5.—Jesus Chooses the Twelve ....Mark 3 : 7-35 
7. February 12.—Jesus Teaching by Parables — Four 

Kinds of Hearers ..cccccccccvsccccccccces Mark @ 3 1°20 
8. February 19.—Jesus Teaching by Parables — The 

Growth of the Kingdom ................Mark 4 : 21-34 


9. February 26.—Jesus Shows His Power. 


Mark 4:35 to 5:20 
10. March 5.—Jesus Giving Life and Health ..Mark 5 : 21-43 








but the world will have none of him; it is waiting 
for a savior of its own choosing. 

The angels proclaimed peace, and our Lord did not 
go from the earth without leaving his peace to his own 
(John 14: 27). 

The world has not yet entered into its heritage of 
peace because the world has not accepted peace through 
the blood of the cross. 

Humiliation and exaltation, so gloriously linked at 
our Lord’s birth, were evident at every step in his 
life and death and resurrection: he was the lowly God. 

The Angel-Evangelist had a privilege for one day 
which is ours every day. 

Through a woman’s unbelief sin entered the human 
race in Eden, and through a woman’s faith the Saviour 
entered the human race in Bethlehem. 

The first Christmas Gift was Heaven’s richest gift 
and also earth’s richest gift: 4,000 years of preparation 
went into the gift. 

Cotumsia, S. C. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIAL: 


A watch or ring or some other 
beautiful gift. 











ODAY we are all interested in gifts. I saw you 

showing each other the lovely things Mother and 
Dad and the rest gave you for Christmas. Here is 
a lovely present. Why do you suppose Marjorie’s 
father gave her this watch? 

Because he loves her and it is his pleasure to give 
her good gifts. 

This is a love gift, and it is wonderful. But I know 
a more wonderful love gift, and it was given to all 
the world. God gave his Son Jesus Christ. You 
remember the verse, “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son —” 

But suppose Marjorie refused this gift from her 
father; suppose she said she didn’t believe it was for 
her, or she didn’t think it would run, so it was worth- 
less. It would do her no good unless she accepted it. 

And God’s Christmas Gift will do you no good if 
you refuse him. Christ cannot save the people who 
refuse him, who will not believe in him, or who deny 
that he is God’s Son. 

If you have never accepted God’s Love Gift, why 
not do it on this day which we celebrate as the birth- 
day of the Lord Jesus? 

Mopesto, CAL. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A. Real Christmas Story.—I bring you-good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to all people (Luke 2: 
10)... We have invented and manufacture-an article 
of mill equipment.. We get our machine to market 
entirely by. advertisements in trade papers. In these 
advertisements we sometimes mix business and re- 
ligion a little bit. At Christmas time we print an ad- 
vertisement headed, “God Bless Us Every One.” Then 
follows a homely message of joy and good will with 
little or no mention of the virtues of the machine. 
We have been doing this for some years. A year or 
two ago we received from Great Britain one of the 
finest orders for the equipment we had ever had, and 
the money accompanied the order, which ran into a 
considerable sum. The machinery was installed in one 
of England’s finest plants of its sort. We expected 
to spend this summer in which I write in Europe. 
When our customer learned that Mrs. Ridgway and 
I were to be in- London we were invited to come and 
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spend a fortnight with him in his beautiful home. 
“Mrs. M will show you all the Shakespeare coun- 
try in her automobile, as we live in the midst of it,” 
wrote the gentleman, In this Christmas advertise- 
ment we use we have tried to lay in briefly the back- 
ground for a real sure-to-goodness Christmas story 
which will be appreciated by‘ all business men who 
have goods they strive to get to market. But this is 
only the start of the story. 





More of the Real Christmas Story.—And on earth 
peace (v. 14). Last month we got a letter from the 
engineer who planned and built the great plant men- 
tioned in the former paragraph. He says this: “Do 
you know how you came to get this fine order for 
your equipment? Well, I'll tell you. I had just re- 
turned from a long stay in the Far East, and had 
arrived in Berlin at Christmas time. I was blue, 
and the most terribly homesick fellow for my wife 
and little folks there ever was. I stepped into the 
office of a friend and happened to pick up an American 
trade paper. In turning over its pages, reading the 
advertisements from the homeland, 1 came to your 
wonderful Christmas preachment. It was so homey 
and natural and human, and between all the lines I 
could read such a volume of good old United States 
Christmas joy, good will, and fellowship, that right 
then and there Christmas joy came to me out of that 
advertisement of yours. So it happened that when, 
years later, I had this big plant to plan and put up 
I remembered Ridgway and his Christmas sermon of 
joy and good nature. I said to myself, ‘There’s a 
fellow I’ll bet is no mere swivel chair Christian, but 
is up and out and on the job. I’ll bet he knows how to 
make a machine as good as his advertisement.’ Al- 
though I have never seen you, I do not think I am 
wrong in my guess,—now, am I!” Folks who spend 
money for advertising may be interested to know that 
it took fifteen years for that advertisement in that 
paper in Berlin to “bring home the bacon.” And 
that is not slang either, for the plant in question is one 
of England’s greatest packing*houses. There are several 
morals from this true Christmas story. One of them 
is, “Wear your religion on your sleeve where folks 
can see it.” (See Eccles. 11: 1.) 


Keeping Young.—But Mary kept all these sayings 
... inher heart (v. 19). It has been twenty-five years 
since we wrote our first Christmas lesson in this Cor- 
ner in 1907. A great many things can happen to a 
fellow in twenty-five years. He can lose his hair and 
his beauty, if he has any. And, alas, many friends. 
But there are two things he need never lose no matter 
how long he may live. These two things are his heart 
and his pep. Look at Moses (Deut. 34:7). They 
that wait upon the Lord renew their youth. Yes, I 
know it is written “strength,” but it means the same, 
as the professor will tell you. Gladstone, when as 
old as Uncle Joe Cannon and older, spoke for three 
hours on the Home Rule Bill in one of the greatest 
speeches of his career. Lloyd George says, “He was 
rejuvenated by the magic of an inspired soul.” And 
you know what inspiration means. Well, here we are 
after twenty-five long years—and the only trouble 
with us is we keep forgetting all-the time that we are 
no longer in the “sweet sixteen” class, and that we are 
supposed to be very grave, sedate, and more or less 
paternal. Mary kept things in her heart. They were 
good things, the best of all things, the salvation of a 
world which at that very moment was stewing in its 
own juice of sin, with licentious Rome keeping the 
pot boiling. just the mere keeping of good things in 
our heart makes us want to live long and helps us 
to live long. Everybody knows that the thing that 
makes folks old and spoils any Christmas is worry. 
A worrying Christian, if there is such an animal, is 
as great a joke as a—well, as a cherry colored cat. 
“There ain’t no sich critter,” at least not at Christ- 
mas. And here’s wishing you all, for the twenty-fifth 
time, a “same to you.” The Corner hands you these 
favorite texts as his Christmas greeting for 1932: 
Psalm 21: 1-7; 3 John 1-4. These notes were printed 
in the Times Christmas of 1927, when Christmas 
also came on Sunday. Since that time the English 
Company referred to has duplicated its order for an- 
other plant.. Looks like it pays to let the world know 
you are a Christian. 

CoaTEsvitie, Pa, 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an -unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, Mrs. 
Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate Editor of the Times, 
Mr. Lane. Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers as given 

on a later page of this issue? 


OCATE some other great Christmas texts 
those usually used from Matthew and Luke. 


2. What texts make good standards for the Christian 
observance of Christmas? 


3- By whom was the first suggestion made as to how 
to celebrate the birth of our Lord? And how? 


beside 
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4. From whom next do we have by ex- 
ample the suggestion as to how to celebrate 
the birth of our Lord? And how? 

5. From -what act and from what pas- 
sage of Scripture do we get the suggestion 
of exchanging gifts, in celebrating the birth 
of our Lord? 

6. What Scripture best fells us how to 
present gifts to the Lord Jesus? 

7. What Gospel passage interprets the 
narrative accounts of Christmas in Matthew 
and Luke? 

8. Does the gift in John 3: 
the birth of Christ? 

9. Why is Christ’s birth put from four 
to six years before Christ? 

10. Why did Joseph and Mary have to 
go to Bethlehem to enroll? 


16 refer to 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


% 
The Hlustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar 

is paid for each illustration accepted, 
and two dollars for the best. one each week. 
but readers are urged not to send anythin. 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet’ explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for the 
year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten 
ccnts in stam Failure to note the condi- 
tions means that good illustrations are con- 
stantly having to be rejected by the editors, 
which might otherwise be available. 


Iilustrations must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson, 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked 
to limit to ten illustrations the total number 
for any one lesson. 


Then the Catholic Understood.—U nto 
you is born ...a@ Saviour (Luke 2:11). 
A Romanist soldier was lying wounded 
in France, when a chaplain went near 
him, and the wounded man said, “I don’t 
want you—you don’t believe in ‘Our 
Mother.’” Said the chaplain, “We re- 
spect Mary as the mother of our Lord, 
but you look as if you need the doctor.” 

“Yes,” said the man. The chaplain an- 
swered, “Will you have the doctor or 
the doctor’s mother?” We need Jesus 
Christ, the great Physician, more than 
his mother.—From the Christian Herald. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Thornton, Brad- 
ford, Eng. 


Good News for a Jockey.—The babe 
lying in the manger (v. 16). A London 
city missionary, during his visiting, went 
into a stable and began to talk to a jockey 
about the salvation of his soul. “This is 
no place to talk religion, so there’s an 
end of it!” exclaimed the jockey. “Oh, 
no, that’s not the end of it; it’s only the 
beginning,” said the missionary. “Chris- 
tianity began in a stable. Jesus Christ 
was born in a stable, and you can be born 
again in one.” 
man until he kneeled in prayer and ac- 
cepted the Saviour—From The Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by W. R. Clark, Leeds, 
Eng. Prise illustration, 


When He Decided on Suicide.—For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life (Golden Text). A deeply 
interesting story reaches us from the 
principal of one of the schools in Illinois, 
A man on the far south side of Chicago, 
sinful and discouraged, arose one morf- 
ing recently with the determination to 
commit ‘suicide. He went to a drawer, 
took out a revolver, and turned on the 
radio with as much volume as possible, 
that the sound might drown the report 
of the pistol. He did not seek any par- 
ticular station, but simply a jumble of 
sounds. Through all the medley, how- 
ever, he heard a voice from WMBI on 
the seven o’clock program, quoting John 
3:16: “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” The 
Word of God arrested and convicted him, 
and caused him to cry out for mercy. He 
seems to have been saved then and there. 
Of course now he cannot say enough 


He then talked to the] 
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casion to thank God for his faithfulness 
in honoring his Word going out over the 
air.—From The Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


How Much Does God Love? 

God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son (Golden Text). 
“iond parents often say to a little child: 
‘tiow much do you love me?’ The an- 
swer is usually a kiss and a hug. If you 
put the same question to our heavenly 
Father, the answer is —the ‘cross. 
We can glimpse the sufferings of Christ 
in the Garden. and on Calvary; but who 
can picture the sorrows of the Father 
in Heaven in that last hour?’”—From The 
Boston Transcript. Sent by Mrs. Lizzie 
Kirby Beck, Smiths Grove, Ky. 


And God Was a Father.—He gave his 
only begotten Son (Golden Text). 
have heard a story that in Germany there 
was a father and a mother who had four 
sons, and all were starving. They de- 
cided to sell one of them to provide bread 
for the. others. So they talked about 
which one they would sell. They could 
not part with the eldest, for he was their 
first-born. Then, because the second was 
exactly like his father, the wife could 
not spare him. Then the mother sug- 
gested.the third, but the father could not 
spare him, because he was the exact im- 
age of his mother. Then they thought 
of the baby, but they could not spare the 
little Benjamin of their old age. They 
could not give one of the four. But 
God commends his love to us, not that he 
gave one out of four, but “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish.”.—From Glad Tidings. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


Why We May Have Peace.—T hat who- 
soever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life (Golden Text). 
A young lady was dying, and one Scrip- 
ture which she had heard in health came 
to her at this time: “He was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of 
our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes. we are healed,” and she was led 
by the Holy Spirit to rest in him of 
whom it spoke, for salvation. A friend 
said to her one day, “You suffer much, 
I fear.” “Yes,” she said, “but,” pointing 
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about WMBI. Thus again we have oc- 





“FOR GOD SO-LOVED THE 
THAT HE GAVE HIS 
BEGOTTEN 


a John 3:16. 


~» WHOSOE VJ 3 ke NDIBIOANE 
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‘HAVE EVERLASTING LIFE? 





to her hand, “there is no nail there. He 
had the naiis; { have the peace.’ Laying 
her hand on her brow, she said, “There 
are no thorns here. He had the thorns ; 
I have the peace.” Touching her side 
she said, “There is no spear here. He 
had the spear; I have the peace.”—From 
The Young People’s Delight. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Carthage, S. D. 


ws 
The Diamond Verse 


A side light on the cartoon 
By E. J. Pace, D.D. 


F WE may liken the Bible to a ring of 

gold, the beautiful diamond set in that 
ring would be, by common consent, the 
sixteenth verse of the third chapter of 
John. 

The Bible is like’a ring in more senses 
than one. It embraces a complete circle 
of divinely revealed truth, perfect and 
entire. It begins with the creation of 
Heaven and earth; it ends with the cre- 
ation of a new Heaven and a new earth. 
From the fair glory of a world unsullied 
by evil the circle dips deep into the sad 
story of man’s failure and sin, but rises 
again in the blazing radiance of grace to 
a world completely restored to the sov- 
ereignty of God. It is the story of Para- 
dise Lost through the disobedience of 
the first Adam, and of Paradise Regained 
by the obedience of the Last Adam. It 
is, in short, the story of Redemption. 

It is, furthermore, the signet ring of 
the King, this circle of inspired revela- 





tion, whereby he has sealed his everlast- 
ing covenant of grace. No failure of man, 
nor league of demons, will ever frustrate 
his purpose of redemption. He will no: 
suffer his faithfulness to fail (Psa. 89: 
aay. In one sentence of twenty-five | 
words our diamond verse sums up the 
whole of that great redemption. It is the 
seal of God’s covenant of grace. . 
We find two definitions of God in the 
first Epistle of John. “God is light” (1: 
5), and “God is love” (4:8). They form 
the poles, so to speak, of the divine at- 
tributes. The one is the expression of 
his infinite holiness, and unalterable ab- 
horrence of sin; the other his boundless 
compassion and mercy for the sinner, 
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Our diamond verse, as a diamond should, 
reflects both the light and the love. The 
pure, dazzling, blinding whiteness of that 
holy Light leaps from the surface of the 
stone. There was an awful compulsion, 
shrouded in deep mystery, back of that 
sending of the-Son. Sin must be “con- 
demned in the flesh” (Rom. 8:3) in or- 
der that the holiness of God might be 
vindicated. Our eyes can bear only one 
fleeting glimpse of this. The light is too 
blinding. But with the flash averted we 
see in the limpid depths of the diamond 
this same light “broken” into all the 
lovely hues of the rainbow, which is his 
chosen token of mercy (Gen. 9: 13-16). 
It is the harmonies of the sweet colors 
that speak to our hearts out of the depths 
of our beloved verse, reminding us that 
“God is love,” while warning us with an 
ee blinding flash that God is also 
ight. 





Dr. Pace’s cartoons, with comments like 
the above, on the reverse side, are available 
each week in tract form. It would help to 
impress the Sunday-school lesson on the 
scholars’ minds if each one was given a 
copy of the cartoon tract each Sunday at 
the close of the school. The tracts may be 
obtained at 25 cents per too from the Go;pel 
Truth Poster Service, 100% East Main Street, 
Van Wert, Ohio. 

we 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


Objective: 
to God. 


1. God's Christmas Gift to me. 
2. God’s love to me. 
3. My Christmas gift to God. 


Giving a Christmas present 











AKE ‘this lesson a very personal 
one to each child. Emphasize the 
fact that God gave his best in order to 
save—me! Then bring out the thought 
that when we are receiving and giving 
gifts in. memory of God’s great Gift, we 
must not forget to give something to 
God, too. Commence the lesson like this: 
“Christmas Day! The very words fill 
us with excitement and make us think 
of gifts, don’t they! Do you know why 
we give to each other at Christmas? It 
is because on the very first Christmas 
Day, God gave us such a wonderful Gift. 
I wonder who can tell me what it was? 
Yes, our dear Saviour. How good and 
kind of God to give us the very best Gift 
he had!” 

Read the lesson slowly and with im- 
agination. There is so much movement 
in the Bible narrative that even the 
youngest will be ‘gripped and quite able 
to understand. Stress the thought that 
the Lord was the Promised One, — the 
One who should come — and yet the One 
who was in the beginning with God— 
in fact, who was God. This is the im- 
pression we want to leave with the chil- 
dren, not merely to tell the story. 

If we shut our eyes, we can almost see 
the shepherds and hear them talking to 
each other. “Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made 
known unto us.” And they made haste, 
and there they found God’s Gift. The 
greatest Gift that has ever been given 
to the world—and yet each one of us 
may say, “To me.” There, lying in a 
manger, was God’s beloved Son, who was 
born a tiny baby that he might one day 
die for us. How wonderful it all is! 
The birth of God’s Son opened Heaven 
for a short time, and we see the wonder 
and joy of. the angels at God's. love for 
us, who have sinned so much. Let us all 
repeat John 3:16 together. 

Oh, how God loves! After all our sin 
he might not have cared at all for us, 
but we know he does because he sent his 
only beloved Son. God knew when the 
Lord Jesus left Heaven that night long 
ago how men and women in this world 
would treat him and how he would one 
day die on the cross in our place. God 
loved us so much that he even allowed 
that to happen. Now none of us need be 
lost, all may have everlasting life, all 
may be saved and live happy ever after. 






































Lesson for December 25 


When you were given your gifts this 
morning, you took them, did you not? 
Have you taken God’s Gift of the Sav- 
iour? If you have, would you not like 
to give God a gift today? Listen, God 
sends a message to you as he did to the 
shepherds long ago. What ever can it 
be? Let us find Proverbs 23: 26, and 
read it together. See, God says, “Give 
me thine heart.” Will you give him your 
heart today? 


Expression Work 


Show the children a clock which is 
not going. Make the hands move around, 
explaining that it is useless until the in- 
side is right — until it is wound up. So 
we are useless to God. until our hearts 
inside are wound up and put right by 
being given to him. 


Norwicu, ENG. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the joys and blessings of 
this Christmas time. Many of thy children 
are remembering the difficulties of this past 
year, and thy loving care in the midst of 
these distressing times. Others today are 
lifting no eyes of hope to the days ahead, 
because they do not know thee, and are mak- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Goo'’s GliFr T° 17AN 
a a 


























fay 


“vw. 198. 








a _ 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ing experiments in vain efforts to find joy in 
life. Some are in real: want at a time when 
others are rejoicing in some degree of abun- 
dance. Lord, we pray thee that men’s hearts 
may be turned to thee at this time in hum- 
ble faith; and may those who are walking 
in gloom and shadow be comforted. and 
strengthened by others who are walking in 
the light. May the joy that gave wings to 
the angel message on the Advent night be 
in the hearts of those who rejoice today over 
the coming of the Christ Child. We ask it 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A little girl was 
telling her mother the story of the Beth- 
lehem shepherds and the coming of the 
Christ Child. As she told of the angels’ 
message she said, “Don’t be afraid, shep- 
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herds, we are only lighting up!” I won- 
der if this is not a message for us who 
are perhaps sore afraid, even now as we 
stand our watch in the night, when our 
thoughts travel over the events of the 
day and the fears that we have about 
tomorrow. May we not realize that there 
is a glory round about us even now be- 
cause of the presence of the Lord Jesus, 
and may we not realize that he is the 
light and the joy, the comfort and the 
salvation of all who will remember that 
it is he who is lighting up the present 
and the future for every one of us who 
will turn to him. Are you going to bring 
light and joy in his name into the life of 
anyone else at this Christmas time? What 
a privilege it is to do this as we have 
opportunity! Will you not learn the 
blessedness of this, and thus share in the 
Christmas spirit as a bearer of light? 
Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Gifts. 
Discussion: Let each fellow tell, if he 
likes, the best Christmas gift he ever 
had. 


Objective: Recognizing the Supreme 
Gift. 


AY, fellows, we are thinking of gifts 

today, because it is Christmas Day 
—the day of days for gifts. Do I im- 
agine it? or am I not seeing two new 
neckties in the bunch this morning? and 
that must be a scarfpin I have not seen 
before. Some of you fellows have your 
hand in pocket, gripping a new treasure 
—perhaps a pocketknife. Well, it’s a 
happy time, anyhow; this day of giving 
and receiving of tokens. The true Christ- 
mas spirit is a wonderful thing and works 
both ways for happiness. ; 

The real value of a gift may be deter- 
mined by the need that it fills: Suppose 
when you came down this morning you 
found six packages on the Christmas tree, 
bearing your name and the name of the 
giver. 
you can imagine what that is. Here is 
another from Sister, and one. each from 
Mother and Father; the shapes of the 
packages indicate what these might be, 
and they each fill a need of some kind. 


‘| Another comes from a friend in. a distant 


state; looks as though. it might be a book, 


‘and you hope it will be an. interesting 
| story. But here — what's this? —a long 
envelope, 


addressed...to. you, heavily 
stamped; came by registered mail; had 
to be signed for by your father last night 
at the door. It bears the name of the 
sender, and he’s a_ multi-millionaire. 
Would your expectations rise? Look, 
who’s sending it! Sure, it is very likely 
to be a large check or a banknote for a 
princely sum, for a _ multi-millionaire 
would not be sending an ordinary gift. I 
think I see you tearing into that, first 
of all; you want to make sure. 

Well, fellows, that is just the situation 
this morning —only far more amazing 
and glorious. 
greatest gift—and that Gift is Jesus 


Here is one from a schoolmate; | 


Christ our blessed Saviour. Let’s give 
this Gift our first consideration, for its 
value far outweighs all other gifts com- 
bined. 

He is the most needed gift, for in him 
we have life — eternal life. 
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not give a cheap gift. His name alone 
insures a princely gift. He paid the price 
of his lifeblood in order to make the gift. 

He is the most satisfying gift. Indeed, 
the only absolutely satisfying gift. We 
are a high-flung sort; nothing but the 
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This man has been a leper for twenty years. 
young daughter to beg food to keep alive. 


the 150 leper colonies aided 
refuge there. 


Arriving at the 
experienced 


‘AMERICAN MISSION TO LEPERS, 
Room 1119-SS, 156 Fifth Ave., New York 


I enclose $. 





God is the «sender of the , 








TEN DAYS’ JOURNEY ON FAITH 





Wholly unable to earn his living, or even to walk, he has been dependent on his motherless 


In his less crippled days, he had known of the Chiengmai Leper Asylum, Siam, one of 
i by the Mission to Lepers. 


His daughter and the ten year old son of a leper neighbor pulled him on his cart for ten 
days, sleeping on the roadside at night and begging for food all the way. 
lum, he was made welcome by his leper. friends, who in former days had 


ips similar to his, but who now were happy in this safe refuge. Both he 
and the children are now receiving care and attention. 


If ‘you could actually see these pitiful cases, many with outstretched hands 
pleading for help, you could not refuse them. 


$S feeds a leper for two months 
$10 gives weekly treatments for two years 
$40 will support a leper for a year 


ae € @ wee as my Christmas offering for the lepers. 


He determined to seek 
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690 EIGHTH AVENUE 


PITIFUL CRY OF THE OPPRESSED AND SUF- 
FERING CHILDREN OF GOD IN RUSSIA 


Atheism has decided to wipe out every vestige of religion in Russia by the end of 
1933. This decision increases the starvation and sufferings of believers in that cotntry. 
Hence they cry for help to the outside world. A sister from South Russia writes : **With 
two of our sick children we are compelled to live throughout the coming winter in a 
barn with a leaking roof. How our children will survive, we do not know!” A 
sreacher from Ukraine in behalf of his entire congregation says: ‘Our sufferings are 
Indescribable. Please do not fail us!’ A layman from the central part of Russia 
pleads; “Please do not forget us in our distress!’’ ‘These short quotations from 
recent letters, received directly from Russia, cali for immediate help. 

Mr. John Johnson, with other American Christian leaders, under the conviction and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, has organized the RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MIS- 
SLON for the purpose of sending relief to the starving and suffering Christians in Russia. 
‘This blessed ministry is strictly evangelical, is based on Christian Stewardship, and asks 
your co-operation and support, both by your prayers and by your gifts. Financial re- 
ports of accounts will be published periodically. 

Mr. John J ohnson is the author of “Russia in the Grip of Bolshevism,” published 
by Flemin . Revell Co. He has but recently resigned from the All-Russian Evan- 
gelical Christian Union, 

Dear Christian Readers: In allotting your Christmas favors, please remember your 
suffering Christian brethren in Russia; pray for them, and as the Lord may direct you, 
send in your generous gift, consecrating this ministry to the Lord. 

All gifts and communications may be sent. to: 


RUSSIA INLAND RELIEF MISSION 
REV. JOHN JOHNSON, General Director 








NEW YORK, N. Y. 














A Pathway of Peace to God’s Sanctuary 


CONSOLATION 


By MRS. CHAS. E. COWMAN 
Acompanion volume to “Streams in the Desert” 
—messages of comfort for lone pilgrims. Born 
of Faith which surmounted the great bereave- 
ment of a great soul, Rich in God’s promises of 
eternal life. Binds up broken hearts. Stands like 
the shadow of a great rock in the weary land of 
oppressive sorrow. Arranged for daily readings 
or meditations. 361 pages. $1.50 postpaid. 


STREAMS IN THE DESERT 
By MRS. CHAS. E. COWMAN 


A strong, inspiring and deoply spiritual compilation of daily readings and meditations for 
suffering or discouraged souls, An all-occasion gift for every home. A benediction and an 
inspiration in private reading or family devotion. Cloth bound. 376 pages. $1.50 postpaid. 


Order your copies today. 


THE ORIENTAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY, Dept. ST, 900 N. Hobart Bivd., Los Angeles, Calif. 


—_——-—_ — 














Answering the present demand 
for a low priced, durable, Bible— 


Outstanding Features 





Flexible, kraft binding, over- 
lapping edges. 

Self pronouncing. 

Printed on Bible paper. 
Valuable aids to Bible study. 
Colored Illustrations. 

Maps in colors. 
Put up in unusually attractive 

gift box. 





Yours For only four Get Acquainted subscriptions to the Timgs, 
at 25 cents each, for ten weeks, sent to four of your 
friends. ‘I'wo Bibles for eight of these subscriptions, or three for ten. 


SPECIMEN. OF TYPE — ACTUAL SIZE 


‘ST. MATTHEW, 6. 


CHAPTER 6. 6 

1 Sermon on the mount continued. .24 

Serving God and mammon. 25 Ezx- 
hortation to care litile for worldl; 

things. 33 Seeking the kingdom of God. 


AKE heed that ye do not your 





| Christ’s sermon on the mount. 


31 It hath been said, Whosoever 
shall put away his wife, let him give 
her a writing of divorcement: 

32 But I say unto you, That who- 
soever shall put away his wife, sav- 
ing for the cause of fornication, caus- 
eth her to commit adultery: and 
whosoever shall marry her that is alms before men, to be seen of 
divorced committeth adultery. _ | them: otherwise ye have no reward 

33 [Scam ye have heard that it) of your Father which is in heaven. 
hath been said by them of old time,| 2 Therefore when thou doest thine 














Thou shalt not forswear thyself, but alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
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it so. Many panaceas have been tried, 
but all have failed. Only Jesus satisfies. 
He is the most comprehensive gift. 
When God gave his Son, he reached the 
top, the depth; the widest expanse of our 
need. Everything that is good comes with 
this gift. See Romans 8: 32. 

He is the greatest love gift. No gift 
—no matter how much needed, how 
costly, how otherwise satisfying, how 
comprehensive, but is made richer and 
more precious. by the love that comes 
with it. There is no love so wide, so 
deep, so strong, so enduring as the love 
of God for sinners like you and me. 
For God so loved the world. 


Greenssoro, N. C. 
we 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. What does Christmas mean to me? 
2. Do my customs agree with my faith? 


HE shadows of the early winter twi- 
light were gathering in the homey lit- 
tle sitting room, but the flickering flames 
of the open wood fire on the hearth made 
the old brass andirons shine till they 
rivaled the gleams caught in the golden 
hair of the girl at the old piano who was 
softly playing the long-familiar Christ- 
mas carols. And the twinkling of the 
little white candles on the little green 
Christmas tree, in the corner by the 
piano, was reflected in every wreathed 
windowpane and mirror, and in the 
steadier shining of every pair of eyes in 
that little family circle gathered there 
about their own fireside to enjoy to- 
gether their long-loved “Home-Christ- 
mas” customs. 
While the “blackened logs” sang their 
own little tunes, “learned in some for- 
gotten June,” all joined in the old, old 
ever-dear carols of Christmas — each one 
fragrant with memories of “when we first 
learned this one,” or “This was Father’s 
favorite,” or “Now yours, Mother.” 
Luke’s matchless story of the first 
Christmas night was repeated — “as much 
like the children said it, in the service, 
as we can’ —and the messages concern- 
ing the Christ Child himself were reread 
from the nativity scenes of the cards 
grouped on the mantel —speaking for 
dear friends far and near. Winter greens 
from friends in our Southern mountains 
filied the air with Christmasy smells, and 
cards with great cathedrals (on the book- 
shelves) and scenes in strange lands joined 
with those repeating the eld and new carols 
(on the piano) to remind us of “Christ- 
mas in lands of the fir tree and pine,” 
as well as in “lands of the palm tree and 
vine.” Our climax message this year. was 
on an English card—and our hearts 
were hushed in silent adoration as one 
read aloud: 


O wonder of wonders, which none can 
unfold, - 
The Ancient of Days is one hour or two 
old! 
The Maker of all things is made of the 
earth ! 
Man is worshiped by angels — 
And God comes to birth! 


And so voices from “the uttermost 
parts of the earth” joined with ours here 
in our “dear, shabby home, in a little 
shabby street” to express the inexpress- 
ible joy of the true meaning of Christ- 
mias. 

The only other young person in that 
room, beside the golden-haired carol 
singer; sat in quiet amazement over her 
very first reat home Christmas — without 
a darice, or a‘party, or a show—or any- 
thing! Just yourselves—here at home! 
I never have known before what Christ- 
mas really means, and I never shall for- 
get it—the sweetest Christmas of all 
to me! Can we have it like that next 
year — just stay at home (except to go to 
the church service), and decorate with 
cards and greens and candles —and sing 
carols — just for ourselves? 

Do you think, teacher of girls, you can 











help your girls to catch a glimpse of the 
true meaning of Christmas through some 
such picture as this—plus the joy of 
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Care-tree— 


ND WHY NOT? Liberated 
from the trouble of re-investment 
and administration of funds. Freed 
from worry over present or future fluc- 
tuations in value of securities—and 
with years of happy, useful living still 
before them—why should not a Chris- 
tian couple thoroughly enjoy their de- 
clining years. 


An Annuity Contract with 
Wheaton College is issued at any age-~ 
and for any amount from $100.00 up- 
wards. Approved negotiable. paper, 
such as mortgages, stock certificates or 
bonds, is accepted at market value. 


Provides a fixed annual income 
for life. Reduces taxes. Does not 
fluctuate in value; and gives the holder 
asense of personalsecurity and freedom 
from worry which often results in many 
added years of life. 







For complete data 
write - Office of 
the Vice Presi- 
dent, BoxT-1 232, 
Weaton College, 
Wheaton, Ill. 





“CHRISTO ET, 
REGNO EJUS 

















‘first having made Christmas cheer for 











Choose for 
LOCATION=— ECONOMY 
COMEORT.. -. 


HOTEL 


SHERMANSQUARE 


70%. St. BROADWAY. Fis St. - 








‘Bw ONLY 90c (POST-PAID $1.00) 


PR Sunday School Teach 
ACTIC AL ers and Pastors come 
mend this regulashy ad 
C 0 we EN TARY a good all-around Com- 
—. on the — 
sons. Contains hints 
1933 to teachers. 
Mustrations, Blackboard Exercises, Questions, Maps, Ete. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, 158 Fifth Ave., New Yor’, 





When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


























Lesson for December 25 


FREES 


MOODY ,pele,, MONTHLY 


is giving a $1.00 BOX of 21 Christian 
Christmas Greeting Cards FREE 
to each NEW Subscriber to the 
MOODY MONTHLY who sends 
his order for one year at $2.00 and 
mentions this offer in The Sunday 
School Times. 


Regular MOODY MONTHLY 
subscribers may send their own re- 
newal subscriptions with a gift 
subscription to a friend (total 
$4.00) and receive the $1.00 box 
of 21- Christmas Cards FREE. 














Send your order while they last. 





Address MOODY MONTHLY 
150 INSTITUTE PLACE 
Chicago Avenue Station, CHICAGO, ILL. 











Private Nursing Home 


in Atlantic City, N. J. 
NEAR BOARDWALK 


-Excellent arrangements for care of invalids and 
convalescents. Special individual diets. Ex- 
perienced graduate nurse in charge. Please 
address Mrs. Olive Campbell, 111 South 
Bartram Ave., Atiantic City, N. J. 

















BIBLE CHARACTERS GAME. 722 ("2s with 


qoo Questions 
and Answers on leading facts of Bible History, each 
with correct reference. This worth while Euucational 
Game makes a splendid gift. Price: only 31.00. 
satistaction Guaranteed. Liveral discuunt.to agents. 


0. F. & F. G. DECKER, 123 Purdy Street, Dept. T., BUFFALO, N. Y. 
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somebody else upon which such home 
scenes are built? 


Home Study 
Memorize either or both of these beau- 
tiful prophetic passages this week: Isaiah 


9:6, 7 or 11: I-9 to be your treasures al- 
ways. 
Decatur, GA, 
ye 


This Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 25) 


1. Besides John 3: 16, what of Isaiah 9: 
6, 7 and 11:1 or 6, or 2 Corinthians 9: 
15, or 1 John 4:10, or even Hebrews 1: 
1-3? 

2. What about 1 
4:10, same book), and, “Freely ye have 
received, freely give,” and, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive,” and Mat- 
thew 25: 40b? 


3. By the angels who announced his birth 
to the shepherds. By giving “glory to God 
in the highest.” 

4. From the shepherds and magi. By seek- 
ing him and falling down before him and 
worshiping him. 

5. From the act of the magi, in bringing 
to him gifts of gold and frankincense and 
myrrh, and from John 3: 16,-— God gave. 

6. Matthew 25: 40,— “Inasmuch .. .” 


7. Is not the first chapter of John’s Gos- 
pel, verses 1 to 18, such an interpretation 
of the true meaning of the first Christmas, 
—and of every celebration of it since? 


8. John 3:14, 15 make clear that God’s 
gift means giving Christ to die, but this 
certainly includes the birth, the Word made 
flesh. 


9. When the present dating from the 
birth of Christ (instead of from the found- 
ing of Rome) was begun in the sixth cen- 


John 4:11 (following 


| tury, there was an error in calculation, and 


Christ’s birth was fixed at 754 years after 
the founding of Rome, while Herod died 
4 years before this date. 

10. It was the Jewish custom to be en- 
rolled in the city of the ancestor of the 
family, not in the city of residence. Both 
Joseph and Mary were of David’s family. 
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REDUCED PRICES: Per 1 , oil 
2 00, only $50. cloth, gold 
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TABERNACLE PUBLISHING CO. 

352 North Waller Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 
Please send returnable sample of “Tabernacle Hymns 
Number Three” and details of Budget Saving Plan. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Jan. 1. Facing Life Galiantly. 1 Cor. 16: 13, 
14. (Consecration meeting.) 


Sunday, December 25 


Christmas in Picture, Song, and Story 
(Luke 2 : 8-20) 





~Mon.—The shepherds (Luke 2 : 8-10). 
Tues.—The wise men (Matt. 2: 11-13). 
Wed.—“Joy to the World” (2 Cor. 8:9). 
Thurs.—“‘The First Noel’? (John 1 : 14). 
Fri—Carols I Like (Eph. 5: 19-21). 
Sat.—Christmas spirit (Prov. 14: 21). 











What is your favorite Christmas picture? 
Why? 

What is your favorite 
Why? 


What is the best Christmas story you have 
read? Why? 


What shall I bring Thee, O little Stranger, 
Cradled with straw in a Judean manger? 
No gold, nor myrrh, nor incense rare 
Have I, dear Babe, with Thee to share; 
But Thou dost treasure the gift I bring, 
My heart, —love’s dearest offering. 
—Philip Edwin Gregory. 


UR young people’s meeting on Christ- 

mas night offers an unusual oppor- 
tunity for an effective program. But as 
we plan our meeting with picture and 
song and story, let us remember that it 
is to be a time of worship and praise 
to God for his unspeakable gift, rather 
than something that will merely tickle 
our fancy. Let us plan our meeting 
prayerfully and reverently as a sacrifice 
of praise and thanksgiving to him whose 


Christmas song? 





love brought him down from the glory | 


to be born as a little babe. 
ye 


If you can secure them, good prints of | 12:1, 2; 


famous paintings on the subject of Christ- 


| 


atmosphere. Some of these are “The Ar- 
rival of the Shepherds,” by Lerolle; “The 
Holy Family,” by Knauss; “Christmas | 
Bells,” by E. H. Blashfield; “The Adora- , 
tion of the Shepherds,” by Murillo; “The | 
Announcement,” by Pockhérst, and “Holly | 
Night,” by Coreggio. Prints of some of | 
these may be secured from The Perry | 
Pictures Company, Malden, Mass., at 2 
cents each 10r 25 or more; 4 cents each 
for fifteen or more; 10 cents each for 
five or more. ire 

we 


There is no Christmas story that can 
equal the two given in the New Testa- 
ment for simplicity and appeal. You 
might couple with these the Bible verses 
giving the prophecies concerning the com- 
ing Redeemer.. Among these you will 
want to include Genesis 3:15; 49: 10; 
Isaiah 7: 14, 16; 9:6, 7;.11:1, 10; Jere- | 
miah 23:5; Micah 5:2. Arratige these 
prophecies in the order in which they 
were given and have different members of 
your group read them, and then follow 
with the account of the birth of Christ ; 
given in Luke 2 and in Matthew 1: 18 to | 
2:12. Pay especial attention to the 
readers you select. Nothing spoils. the | 
beauty of these passages as a careless 
or mumbled reading, or one in which the | 
proper emphasis of the wonderful truths | 
is neglected. 








So 

There are a number of excellent 
Christmas stories, any one of which might | 
be used effectively in your meeting. Or, | 
you. might have several of your group | 
each read a different story and come pre- 
pared to tell it briefly in their own words. 
Among these are Dickens’ “Christmas 
Carol”; “Christmas Eve at Swamp’s 
End,’ and “Christmas Eve at Topmast 
Tickle,” by Norman Duncan (Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, each, 25: 
cents); “The Bird’s Christmas Carol,” 
by K. D. Wiggin (Houghton, Mifflin 
Co., New York, 75 cents). “Christmas 
Eve in a Lumber Camp” is a chapter 
from Ralph Connor’s “Black Rock” 
(Grosset and Dunlap, 1140 Broadway, 
New York, 50 cents), that makes a grip- 
ping Christmas reading. 


we 


No more appropriate music for this 
meeting can be had than the old Christ- 
mas carols. It is now possible to get 
them at moderate cost in small booklet 
form from many music publishers. How- 
ever, your church hymnal will doubtless 
give you also a fine group of Christmas 
hymns that never grow old. 

If you have any capable soloists among 
your number, Adam’s “Holy Night”; or 
the beautiful “Lullay, Little Son,” from 
Maunder’s “Bethlehem”; or Neidlinger’s 
“The Birthday of the King,” will. prove 
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inspiring and helpful. 

There is also a wide field of excellent 
Christmas verse from which you may | 
draw for your Christmas meeting. “The | 
Poet’s Life of Christ’ compiled by Nor- 
man Ault (Oxford. University Press, 
New York, $3.25) has a fine group of 
verse on the Nativity by old and modern 
writers. No doubt you can obtain this 
book from your local library. Or you 
may choose some of the Christmas hymns 
from your hymnal and have them read 
by a good reader. Many of these were 
written first as Christmas verse and were 
later set to music. 


ye 


One interesting way to conduct your 
Christmas service is to use only ‘candle 
light. The Christmas carols are well 
enough known to be sung from memory 
and the candles can be so. placed that. 
those who are to share ‘in the meeting by 
reading or by singing may have sufficient 
light. A half dozen or a dozen candles | 
well placed will give a soft, subdued light 
to a moderate sized room. Or, if you | 
have a Christmas tree in the room, | 
lighted with tiny electric lights, let this | 
be the principal illumination, with a can- 
dle or two placed for those who are to 
take part. 

Close the meeting with a quiet yet 
searching appeal for dedication of the life 
to Christ, using such verses as Romans | 
2 Corinthians 8:5; Psalms 51: | 
1 Peter 5:5, 6; 1 Samuel 15: 22. | 


16, 17; 


mas will be helpful in creating the right | PHILADELPHIA. i 








GIFT BOOKS 


for Boys 
and Girls w 
4 


The Little Colonel Series 


( Trade Mark) 
13 TITLES 
by Annie Fellows Johnston 


(More than 1,000,000 copies 
have been sold) 


No juvenile heroine is so well be- 
loved as the “‘Little Colonel,” cen- 


tral figure of this justly famous series. 


The 13 volumes uniformly bound 

in handsome rose silk cloth, $2 

each; or attractively boxed as a 
set $26. 


ar circular of the Little Colonel 
ries and other stories by Annie Fellows 
Johnston mailed free on request.) 


The Pollyanna Glad Books 


( Trade Mark) 


6 TITLES 


Pollyanna, Pollyanna Grows Up, 

Pollyanna of the Orange Blossoms, 

Pollyanna’s. Jewels, Pollyanna’s 

Debt of Honor, Pollyanna’s West- 
ern Adventure. 

“1 thank the Giver of all gladness for 
Pollyanna.”"—Leigh Mitchell Hodges. 
The 6 titles uniformly bound in 
brown silk moire cloth, $2 each; 
or encased in matching gift box as 
a set, $12. 


The Four ANNE Books 


by L. M. Montgomery 


Anne of Green Gables, Anne of 
Avonlea, Chronicles of Avonlea, 
Anne of the Island 


“In Anne of Green Gables you will find 


the dearest and most moving and delight- 
ful child since the immortal Alice.” 


-- Mark Twain. 
The 4 books uniformly bound in 


green silk cloth, $2 each; or at- 
tractively boxed as a set, $8. 





The Incas’ Treasure House 
by A. Hyatt Verrill 


The adventures of two American 
boys who become lost in the Andes. 
The perils and hardships which 
they undergo make thrilling read- 
ing, which will stir the heart of 
any red-blooded boy. 

. Illustrated, $1.75 


The Secret Valley 


by Mrs. Hobart Hampden 


Joan and Ralph set out to find the 
hidden valley of the elephants in 
India and before long are launched 
upon a series of extraordinary 
happenings. Illustrated, $1.75 


“* Most of the charming books beloved by . 


children bear the PAGE imprint.” 
—Family Herald and Weekly Star 


L. C. PAGE & COMPANY 


Boston Publishers 
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OF Course 


a weekly magazine goes to the recipient 
52 times a year, and the recipient thinks of the 
giver —each week. 


OF Course 


it’s an economical gift—just a few cents 
a week. 


OF course 


it’s-appreciated, and is a lasting remem- 
brance. 


But— 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES is. some- 
thing more than all this—as attested by thou- 
sands throughout the land. Some say they 
cannot ‘keep house without it; others say it is 
the greatest help in Sunday-school teaching 
and management that they have ever had; 
others say they almost snatch it from the mail 
man to read the helpful, inspiring front page 
messages—short, but very much to the point, 
and often bearing on the day’s one big problem. 


This is Why 


so many use the TIMEs as a Christmas 
gift — giving subscriptions to five or twenty of 
their friends. The price is but $2.00 a year, 
and in a club of five or more copies it is $1.50 
a year for each subscription—25 cents addi- 
tional for Canadian subscriptions, and 50 cents 
additional for foreign subscriptions to cover 
that necessary item, postage. 


To each one to whom you send the 
TIMES as a Christmas gift, we will send, at the 
proper time, an engraved card, announcing 
that the TIMEs is being sent each week for a 
year as your gift. 


Why not settle the gift question now— 
for some. of your friends in the church or 
Sunday-school? 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
325 NORTH THIRTEENTH ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 























Children at Home 








Sakae San’s Christmas Gift 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


¢¢f_ J ONORABLE Teacher, Ohayo!” 

Miss Margaret heard the greet- 
ing voice, but could see no one, till she 
looked through the ragged littl hedge 
by the roadside. Two round laughing 
eyes looked back at her. Ah, that was 
Sakae San— “Little Glory’ —for who 
else in all the big town had eyes like 
that? 

“Oh, good morning!” 
Margaret, smiling. 

“It is almost reached to Christmas, 
isn’t it, Teacher?” went on the friendly 
little voice. 

“Almost. And we're going to have 
a wonderful celebration! You pray that 
the Lord Jesus will bless it, won’t you, 
Sakae San.” 

The black bob nodded as the round 
eyes grew serious. 

Miss Margaret walked on. She was 
feeling burdened this morning. For more 
than a year she and her Japanese helper, 
O Kin San, had lived and labored to tell 
the story of Jesus to the people of Izumi 
town, but only little children had come 
to hear. Not one grown-up could be 
persuaded to step inside the Jesus meet- 
ing place. But she would keep on asking 
and praying,—oh, yés, she would, and 
sometime the answer would come! 

Miss Margaret had forgotten Sakae 
San now, but Sakae San had not forgot- 
ten her. She was bearing a burden, too, 
a very big burden. Only the Sunday 
before, O Kin San had whispered to her 
class that it would be very splendid if 
each child could bring the foreign teacher 
a little gift on the night of the celebra- 
tion. As a surprise, you know. For 
Christmas was gift-giving time, always. 

Of course all the others would be bring- 
ing something, but how could she? Hon- 
orable father had been out of work for 
many months now, and it was only 
through the help of august uncle that 
they could even buy rice for the fam- 
il 


replied Miss 


y. 

Sakae San sighed a deep sigh. ,For if 
she could bring no present, it would be 
too much poison to the spirit to go to 
the celebration meeting. And oh, she did 
so want to go! Last year, when the for- 
eign teacher had first come to their town, 
there had been a wonderful tree, and 
gifts on it—she could remember plainly 
the white sticky ball of strange foreign 
corn, and the little bag of sweet cakes. 

That night when Sakae San cuddled up 
under her hard cold mattress-covering, 
she suddenly remembered something — 
that when one was troubled in any way 
at all, one must pray. So there in the 
shivering dark, Sakae folded her thin 
brown hands and whispered her trouble 
into the listening ear of dear Esu Sama, 
who loves little children. 

The next night she prayed again, and 
the next. Then suddenly a big new idea 
popped into her mind! There was some- 
thing she could bring, something that 
would please the foreign teacher — oh, 
she was sure it would! 

Then came the Sunday before Christ- 
mas, and the children gathered as usual 
in the warmest spots of the little church 
garden. For though the wind was biting 
cold, the sun could, when it tried very 
hard,. take some, of. the. tingle out; of the 
bare, purple hands and feet. 

“My present for the teacher, is a big 
long thing, as long as my two arms,” 
whispered Matsu San, whose father was 
a maker of oiled paper umbrellas. 

“And mine is laid in a square wooden 
box,” added Namiko San, whose home 
was upstairs over her grandfather’s cake 
shop. 

“How big is your present, Sakae San?” 
asked somebody. 

“Oh, mine is bigger than all of yours 
put together,” was the gleeful answer, 
“but I’m not going to tell what it is, — 
yet.” 

Then the bell rang and they had to 
scamper inside for Sunday-school. 
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All through the singing, the prayers, 
and the class study, Sakae San smiled 
knowingly, and every little while she 
nodded her black bob with an air of 
happy assurance that was quite the envy 
of other little girls who had heard of 
her secret. What could it be anyway 
—such a huge present as that? 

The snappy-cold days flew by and the 
great occasion arrived at last. It was 
in the early evening, and one by one the 
children came with their gifts for the 
foreign teacher who had made the Sun- 
day-school possible. The grown-ups had 
been invited as usual, but not a single 
one appeared. No one had seen Sakae 
San. Had she failed after all and was 
too ashamed to show her sorry little face? 

It was just time for the opening song, 
when suddenly the paper door slid back 
in its groove and Sakae bowed her way 
up to the organ to speak to Miss Mar- 
garet. 

Ah! Her gift must indeed be. the 
loveliest of all, for look at the foreign 
teacher’s face! It is very, very joy- 
filled! See, she gets up and goes to the 
door! If the present is really so large, 
perhaps she will help to bring it in. 

Little necks are craned, and round, 
black eyes nearly pop out of their owners’ 
heads in their eagerness to see. 

Oh-h-h! Sudden understanding breaths 
from several dozen half-open mouths. 
For this time Sakae San comes in 

roudly, and she is not alone. She is 
eading by the hand a hobbling old 
grandmother with white short hair, char- 
coal-black teeth, and a back bent straight 
over like an L turned upside down. After 
the grandmother, with timid little bows, 
comes the mother, in a faded silk haori. 

Yes, and here is another, an auntie 
perhaps, for the two frightened-eyed wo- 
men are as much alike as two peas. Still 
there are more,—the bean-curd shop 
uncle, who has always made a pet oi 
Sakae .San; the toothless grandfather 
neighbor, who sells birds in cages, and 
an apple-cheeked servant girl from the 
big house on the hill. Six grown-ups in 
all! No wonder Sakae San said her 
present was so big! 

As for Miss Margaret, she bowed them 
all into the little side room, which had 
been kept for visitors, and with smiles 
that came straight from her welcoming 
heart, she urged them to “hang their 
honorable hips on the waiting chairs.” 
Old grandmother, being tog bent for 
hanging, was politely handed the fattest, 
widest floor-cushion the church afforded. 

What a night that was! How the 
children did sing — enough to split their 
throats for sure! And how clearly the 
Bible texts were recited! And ali the 
while the heart of Miss Margaret was 
singing a song of thanksgiving for the 
answer to..a whole year of prayers, 

Later, when the cakes and tangerines 
were being passed, Miss Margaret 
watched for a moment when no one was 
looking, then, bending over a certain 
black bob, she whispered, “Sakae San, do 
you know I like your Christmas present 
the very best of all!” 

Tokyo, JAPAN. 


The Pace Cartoon Posters 
at Half Price 


N OPEN-AIR preacher who conducts 
regular meetings in one of the parks 

in New York City placed on display a 
large poster showing one of Dr. Pace’s 
cartoons. one occasion ‘twelve people 
came to him during the evening, ques- 
tioned him about the meaning of ; the 
poster, and: finally accepted Christ as their 
Saviour. A mission worker in Gary, 
Ind., writes about the use, of the posters 
there and tells of a policeman who read 
the posters, which were changed every 
week, After an unusually long study 
of one, he came inside and inquired how 
he might be saved: He was shown the 
way of salvation, and left the hall a 
saved man, with tears of joy streaming 
down his cheeks. A pastor of a large 
church in Buffalo placed the weekly 
poster on display in a conspicuous place 
in his church and then preached from 
the pulpit on the message of the cartoon. 
The posters have also been used as 
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silent messengers of salvation and com- 
fort on the walls of a Salvation Army 
Hospital in Nagercoil, India; in prayer 
meeting rooms, Bible classes, wayside 
pulpits,, church bulletin boards, bus sta- 
tions, railroad shops and yards. An ac- 
countant in a large railroad yard in Alex- 
andria, Va., has had as many as twenty 
oi these posters at work at one time. 
The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
Providence Bible Institute, Hampden- 
Sydney College, William Jennings Bryan 
University, and the Bible Institute of 
Port Glam, Wales, as well as other 
Christian educational institutions are now 
using these posters. 

Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs readers are 
well acquainted with Dr. Pace’s unique 


Christian cartoons, as they appear each | 


week in connection with the 


Sunday- 
school lesson. 


For some time they have 


been published in the form of large 
posters, 1614 by 20% inches. Fifty-two 


of the posters, making it possible to dis- 
play a new one every week in the year, 
may now be had for $7, which is one-half 
the former price. A display frame is 
furnished free to all those who subscribe 
for the weekly poster service. 

Such a poster service makes a fine 
Christmas gift for your church, school, 
or mission. A number of services have 
been provided to missions and prison 
works in the past by means of gifts from 
those interested. These remarkable and 
arresting Christian cartoons have proved 
of great value to Sunday-school teachers, 
pastors, and missionaries in many parts 
of the world. The posters may be ob- 
tained at the above price from the Gos- 
pel Truth Poster Service, 100% East 
Main Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 


Christ is the secret, the source, the 
substance, the center, and the circum- 
ference of all true and lasting gladness. 
—B. McC€all Barbour, in the Keswick 
Calendar. 
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Big Bug. By Paul Rader. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $2.) Those who 
are acquainted with the evangelistic work 
of Paul Rader will not be surprised to 
find him doing the unusual, for he has 
the faculty of arresting the attention in 
whatever he undertakes. In his Chicago 
tabernacle ministry, as well as in his 
radio broadcasts and evangelistic cam- 
paigns elsewhere, he has touched the 
lives of many, many thousands for good. 
A few years ago he made a tour of the 
principal mission fields of the world, and 
his closer contact with heathen religions, 
as well as his day-by-day experiences with 
the spread of infidelity and ungodliness 
in the homeland, finding expression in 
the “fevered, lawless life” of the youth 
of today, and the great need of men 
everywhere for a_ sufficient, satisfying 
Saviour, have undoubtedly influenced him 
in the preparation of his latest volume. 
Here Paul Rader uses the vehicle of 
a novel to arouse his fellow Christians, 
and has produced an amazing and chal- 
lenging story. A hurried, unsympathetic 
reader might be inclined to call it extrav- 
gant and visionary, but he evidently 
knows what he is writing about, and has 
clothed his theme in a form that will 
command attention, hold the interest, and 
stir one to greater devotion to the Mas- 
ter’s service. The plot is rather compli- 
cated: A Christian man’s conception of 
the workings of Satan (the Big Bug) in 
the world everywhere as comparable to 
the poison-spreading work of bad germs 
in the human organism, the stealing of 
the idea by movie interests who turn it 
into a stupendous melodrama of the ac- 
tivities of the Big Bug and his helpers 
from eternity to eternity, the strange 
romance of the leading star in the pic- 
ture with the Christian man whose idea 
has been stolen, the tremendous stir and 
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HIS LOVE—the beneficiary of HIS GIFT 


Your Christmas Gift will minister to human welfare, 
if it helps to train Christian young men and women 
effectively to bear the Glad Tidings of 
JOHN 3:16 to all lands. 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 


provides such training —Tuztion Free—and is maintained 
by the gifts of its generous donors. 
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afford a mode of giving to this great Christian cause se- 
curing to the Annuitant.a life income, the rate—4% to 
10%—being conditioned upon the age of the Annuitant. 


Write TODAY for full information 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 
Bureau of Annuities, Dept. &.&S.-12, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, I11. 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, Bureau of Annuities 
Dept. S.S.-12, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 


Without obligation, please tell me how I may help in training Christian Workers, and still 
receive a generous Life Income. 
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discussion everywhere created by the pic- 
ture, and the Christian’s faithfulness to 
his vision, resulting in the sending out 
of a great company of young people, 
“Carriers of the Flaming Torch,” under 
various mission boards to spread the 
Gospel message in every land. Young 
people who read this story —too many 
of them know too much of the movies 
—will see the seamy inside, and may 
themselves catch ‘the .vision of a world 
in need of the Lord Jesus Christ. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


December 19 to 25 


Mon.—Luke 2:1-7. God’s Gift Given. 

PrayER SucGcestions: The “SO” in 
“God so loved the world” (John 3: 16) 
will require eternal practice to give it 
deserved emphasis. That the Lord Jesus 
took upon himself “the likeness of men,” 
humbling himself for our salvation, will 
be the wonder of the ages of the ages. 
“Great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh” (another three 
sixteen —1 Tim. 3: 16). “Thanks be unto 
God for his unspeakable gift’. (2 Cor. 
9:15). Pray for the work of the Lord 
in Japan. The urgent need for prayer 
arises from deep social unrest aggravated 
by economic conditions and the current 
revolutionary philosophies. Pray for the 
Mino Mission, Miss Sadie Lea Weidner, 
Superintendent, Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan; 
or H. E. Smith, Box 181, Wheelersburg, 
Ohio. 


Tues.—Luke 2: 8-14. God’s Gift Described. 

PraYER SUGGESTIONS: “Unto you is 
torn . . «cm Saviour’! (v.can). The 
tidings announced to the shepherds that 
first Christmas night still sound forth 
to sin-laden souls in every land. “How 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach 
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tid- 
ings of good things!” (Rom. 10:15.) 
The shepherds’ parish was local; but ours 
is world-wide. May the Lord of the 
harvest graciously thrust out thousands 
of witnesses to his saving grace! May 
the reader’s joyful tongue be employed to 
tell some anxious soul, “Unto YOU is 
born . . . a Saviour, which is Christ the 
Lord” (Luke 2:11). Pray that God will 
abundantly bless the testimony for Christ 
being given in the Holy Land both by 
Christian Jews and Gentiles. Remember 
the New York Jewish. Evangelization 
Society, 2654 Marion Avenue, New 


.| York; Thomas M. Chalmers, Superin- 


tendent. 


Wed.—Luke 2 : 15-20. God’s Gift Proclaimed. 

PraYER SuGGESTIONS: “As the angels 
were gone away ... they [the shepherds] 
made known abroad the saying: which 
was told them concerning this child. 
And all they that heard it wondered” 
(vs. 15-18). So now in the absence of 
the Lord Jesus we, as they, have a blessed 
story to tell about him. ‘The Gospel of 
Christ, if proclaimed in the power of the 


Holy Spirit, still has its ancient efficacy | 


to make men “wonder,” loye, and _ praise. 
In view of the need for such effects to- 
day, let us pray that God’s ministering 
servants in every land shall have a fresh 
enduement of spiritual power in their 
labors for . Christ... Pray ,t 
(French) ’’ Indo-China, 
mental. restrictions 
pioneering. 
Alliance is the outstanding missionary 
force on this field. Pray for Mrs. 
Homera Homer-Dixon’s labors at Hanoi, 
Tonkin, Indo-China. 


Thurs.—Luke 23 : 13-21. God’s Gift Rejected. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: If Christ be re- 
jected the soul has but one alternative. 
As Peter says, of those who rejected the 
Lord Jesus, “Ye denied the Holy One 
and the Just, and desired a murderer to 
be granted unto you” (Acts 3:14). The 
sinner chooses between the One in whom 
is life, who came “that they might have 


Ay today. for |}... 
where ':3zovern- |’ 
hinder .. missionary. |: 
The Christian Missionary | 





647 










291 Musical 
Numbers. 
34 pages of 
Responsive 
Readings and 
Orders of 
Worship. 





“WORSHIP AND PRAISE” is fillin 
vacant pews, increasing contributions, ona 


stimulating spiritual wth. A singing church 
is a conquering church. This book encourages 
congregatio singing and gives church people 
an impetus to richer spiritual conquest. 

“Worship and Praise” is a double-duty, all-pur- 
pose book for church and school, of unrivaled 
musical and abundant worship “‘helps’’. 
Well bound for long service and use. 
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life, and that they might have it more 
abundantly” (John 10:10), and the one 
who was “a murderer from the begin- 
ning” (John 8: 44). 
these ancient rejectors of the Son of 
God sinned against their own souls; but 
do we realize that the case of our loved 
ones and friends rejecting God’s unspeak- 
able Gift is even more inexcusable than 
theirs? Is it not possible to “crucify 
. the Son of God afresh, - put him 
to an open shame”? (Heb. 6:6.) Pray 
perseveringly for the conversion of your 
loved ones and acquaintances. Pray for the 
suggesting, directing, and controlling min- 
istry of the Holy Spirit, in the numer- 
ous evangelistic meetings being held in 
churches during this winter. 
Fri.—John 6 : 66-71. God’s Gift Received. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: 
are sure that thou art that Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (v. 69). Faith 
in Christ is founded upon facts. “We be- 
lieve” is coupled with “we are sure.” 


We know now that | 


“We believe and | 


John in his first Epistle sets forth the | 


“evidence” (1 John 
cludes by saying, 
than twenty times. 
salvation in Christ are to be had by faith, 
The most dangerous state is that of liv- 
ing in rejection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
“Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name _ under 
heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12), and the 
happiest state is that of being “recon- 
ciled to God by the death of his Son” 
(Rom, 5:10). Pray that many whose 
hearts are torn by the sorrows of sin, 
and who are charging God foolishly, may 
be brought to the end of themselves, and 
receive the Lord Jesus Christ their only 
Saviour, Pray that Turkish people now 


I: 1-4), and con- 
“We know,” no less 


reading the Word of God in unprece- 
dented numbers may be brought to re- 
ceive Christ. 


The benefits of God's | 
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Sat.—John 3: 16-21. God’s Gift to All. 
PrayER SuGGESTIONS: An _ ignorant 
man preaching on this text said: ““‘W ho- 
soever,’ means you, me, or anybody else.” 
Augustine said that he took “a whole 
Christ for his Saviour, a whole Bible for 
his staff, a whole Church for his fél- 
lowship, and a whole world for his par- 
ish.” “God so loved the world,” must 
be coupled with, “Go ye into all the 
world” (Mark 16:15). “For God sent 
not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world [Alas, how many seem to 
think so!]; but that the world through 
him might be saved” (v.17). Pray that 
many who will be receiving from others 
gifts that can give them only passing 
pleasure may realize their deep need of 
God’s Gift—eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Pray for evangelical 
movements in Great Britain, and through- 
out the Empire, that under the blessing | 


of God they may contribute largely to | 


the revival of God’s work throughout the 
world, 
Sun.—Isaiah 9:6, 7. 
God’s Gift, the Prince of Peace. 
Prayer Succestions: “A son.is given: 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called 
{as his nature, offices, and attributes re- 
quire] Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
ot Peace” (v. 6). Whenever we con- 
template the Lord Jesus our souls are 
“lost in wonder, love, and praise.” The 
language of inspiration found in the fifth 
chapter of the Revelation provides us 
with stiitable doxologies to his name. The 
climaxing name — “The Prince of Peace” 
— presents to view. the coming Kingdom 
of Christ. “His mame shall endure for 
ever: his name shall be continued as long 
as the sun: and men shall be blessed in 
him: all nations shall call him blessed” 
(Psa. 72:17). Pray that multitudes may 
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By AMOS R. WELLS 
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dividual, national, nor world peace apart 
from the Lord Jesus Christ “The Prince 
of Peace.” . Pray: for those who are 
preaching the Gospel in Alaska. 


Your Christmas Giving 


A® THE season of the year approaches 
when we rejoice to make hearts glad 
through our gifts in remembrance of, 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus 
Christ, SunpAy ScHoot Times readers 
may find suggestive the following chan- 
nels for Christmas giving. The list 
here given suggests but a few of the many 
Christian organizations worthy of the 
gifts and prayers of God’s people. Any 
| complete list would, of course, be too. 
large for publication here; for example, 
there are many sound Bible schools and 
institutes in North America, a list of 
which is published from time to time in 
special numbers of THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMES; and many interdenominational or 
faith missions, a list of which will be 





of the Times, to be published the first 
week in January. Denominational or- 
ganizations, many of which are worthy 
of support, are not mentioned here, but 
onty those of an interdenominational char- 
acter. 


American Tract Society, 7 West Forty-fifth 
Street, New York City. 

Arousiag Stepanian, the young Armenian 
girl whose support in her education for 
missionary service is cared for by readers 
of the Times. The Sunday School Times, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, 
marked “For Arousiag.” 

Bible House of Los Angeles, 947 South 
Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles, Cal. 

Business Men’s Council of the Pocket Tes- 
tament e, Inc., T. Edward Ross, Treas- 
urer, 710 Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 

Canadian Keswick Conference, 366 Bay St., 
Toronto, Can. 

Canadian Sunday School Mission, 601 Lom- 
bard Building, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Can. 

Christian Life Literature Fund, 80 Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

D. L. Moody Missionary Book Funie. Bible 
Institute Colportage Association, 843 N. Wells 
Street, Chicago, marked for the Mountain 
or other Missionary Book Fund. 

Evangelical Theological College, independ- 
ent, and denominationally unrelated. Lewis 
Sperry Chafer, President; Ira T. Moore, 
Treasurer, 3909 Swiss Avenue, Dallas, Texas. 

The Gideons, the Christian Commercial 
Travelers’ Association of America, 1240-1242 
Marquette Bldg., 140 S. Dearborn Street, 

icago. 

Great Commission Prayer League, 808 N. 
LaSalle Street, Chicago. 


The Seaday Shoo! Ties 


President and Publisher 
Puitie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 











Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

The ‘paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions’ add 25 cents 

for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add 5@-cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions. 
These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to indi- 
vidual addresses, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship of Can- 
ada, io Edgar Avenue, Toronto, Can. 

or Colony of Mercy, Keswick Grove, 
League of Evangelical Students, 
Wheaton, II, 

Million Testaments Campaign for Students, 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia. 

Missionary Subscription Fund. To send The 
Sunday School Times to Christian workers, 
missionaries, and others at home and abroad 

who are unable to pay for it. The Sunday 
School Times, 325 N: Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 

New York Jewish Evangelization Society, 
, 2654 Marion Ave., New York City. 

Pioneer Mission Agency, 80-83. Stafford 
Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Scripture Gift Mission (American), William 


Box 455 


H. Richie, Acting Secretary, 119 S. Fourth 
Street, Philadelphia. 
Victorious Life Testimony, 80-83 Stafford 


Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Wheaton College, J. Oliver Buswell, B.D., 
President, Wheaton, III. 
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THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK. 


SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Present an effective means of spreading 
the Gospel. 


Help bring the message of salvation to 
those still outside the fold. 
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Christian Christmas Greetings 


Many with Bible Texts: Cards with the real 
Christmas message. Cards that are different, not 
found in stores.” New attractive container. 
Packet Assortment—21 Greetings - $1.00 
Wallet Assortment—12 Greetings - 50 
Sent on approval: Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Write for free Catalog of full line. 
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YES I sell Mark’s Gospel, § cents 

9 24 for $1.00. Good print, cloth bound; 
map of Life of Jesus (my own make). Sample page and 
map free. ELIZABFTH MERRIAM, FRAMINGHAM, 
Mass. This adve.tisement appears onec. 
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